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ER THE YEAR THAT WAS 

An Optimist’s year in 
review! Take a look at the 
events that made 1994 a 


good year. 


FH] SEE MONSTERS 
Holyoke’s Children’s 
Museum gives Valley resi- 
dents a Jurassic Park-sized 
spectacle with Sea Monsters: 
Dinosaurs of the Deep. 


NRBQ tears down the house once again New Horizons warms up the winter 


at the Iron Horse in Northampton with nights with some sunny reggae music at 
special guest the rockin’ Ray Mason the Northampton Brewery from 10 
Band at 7 and 10 p.m. p.m. — 12:30 a.m. 
Hl FRIDAY DECEMBER 30 Hl THURSDAY JANUARY 5 
Stringbean brings its wiry, upbeat gui- Cameron’s Way, Dieselmeat, and 
tar pop to the Fire and Water Café in Flycatcher make up a triple-bill of local, 
a BLOCK Northampton at 9 p.m. loud, and heavy punk/metal at Pearl 16 | ARTISTICALLY FIT 
RORY Street in Northampton. Panes 
returns to promote her jj SATURDAY DECEMBER 31 ae businessman 
P ; organ, owner and operator 
Souaes spe oan Art Steele Blues Band rings in the New I SATURDAY JANUARY 7 ; ate P 
inspiring brand of Blue Oyster Cult, one of the great of the Amherst fitness center 


Year at the Hotel Northampton from 9 


acoustic blues at the 
p-m, — | a.m. 


bs dinosaur rock groups of the ’70s, is FLEX, takes time from work- 
Iron Horse on Friday, “Burnin’ for You” at Pearl Street. . ‘k his 
December 30, at 7 and ing out to work on his 


10 p.m. : abstract art. 


OR 
—O— 


140 MAIN STREET 
NORTHAMPTON 


NTHOUR 
2pm until 5pm 
6pm through 93pm 


Open to the public 


JAN. 3 


REGULAR HOURS 
Noon until 5pm 
Tuesday through Sunday 
Thursdays until 9pm 


Adults 00° 


Seniors & Students 
Children j 
Museum Members 


DIRECTIONS 

Take I-91 to Northampton. 
Exit 18. At the end of the 
ramp, turn left onto Route 5 
for one mile. At your first 
trafffic light turn left onto 
Main Street. The Museum is 
located at 140 Main Street. 
Look for our four stroy build- 
ing with a gian gargoyle 
perched on the roof! 


for more information 
call 413-586-8545 


grand reopening guide 


and fabulous first night event schedule 


MUSEUM OF FINE SEQUENTIAL ART 


Be there for our first day and our first night. 


DON: MULLER 
gallery 


40 Main Street, Northampton, MA * 413-586-1119 
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Register here | Hotel 
fora & 
chance to Trans- 
win | portation 


all 
tickets to included 


UMASS vs LASALL 


IN ATLANTIC CITY ON JANUARY 7th 


Register here for a chance to win two tickets to the UMass vs 

Lasalle basketball game in Atlantic City on January 7th, 1995 

_ Complete an entry blank, and deposit in this registration box. 
A winner will be drawn on Thursday December 29, 1994. 


@ Ue. 


NO PURCHASE NECESSARY - WINNER NEED NOT BE PRESENT 


7 ? i, 
A \ 


1 Pearl Street © Northampton MA © 413 584-4100 | 
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CLEARANCE TIME! 


This is the time to find amazing deals on beautiful furniture. We need to make room for 
new arrivals and the clearance prices on our current inventory are remarkable. 
The sooner you shop, the better the selection. Don't miss it! 


SOFAS AND CHAIRS 


Hardwood frame, cotton stripe, light green or light blue ‘499 
Other floor models clearance priced, including 


sleepers, love seats and chairs matchin chair $399 


THE BRANDON BED $399 
full size 


Natural ash 
other floor models clearance priced 


ENTERTAINMENT CENTERS 


x me OAK DE : 
woop stock °1349 OAK D SIGNS 19 
58" tall, 68" wide, 25" deep with pocket doors ae pocket doors 
WOODSTOCK II TV section only... $899. other floor models clearance priced 


519% i $249% 


all lamps reduced 25 to 75% 


Kitchen Stools wood or metal, some swivel ...es:ssssessssssnsssssseennes 549 &up 
Rugs MANY STYLES Sc SizeOS 5. cssscnsesssrevapuvastuces aersvansassiesbunysss sundesansiorsechsusahe 30% off 
TY. Carts/Kitchen Carts........... is 

Candlestick Holders many styles & sizes ....... 
Metal & Glass Tables aii sizes and shapes ..... 


Kitchen Chairs hardwood, classic RSIS eas eavsuctns cvolevecamrasttvel me teaenee 569 & up 

Picture Frames many styles & sizes . has Zine SR 20% off 

48" Lyndon Buffet & Hutch in cheny..... ter ion 

Kitchen Tables maple, tile top, Oak .......cceceeee set &up ! 

CD Holders many sizes & styles ........ PacahakesBipsaunteaaeaen aay ot 30% off F U R N I U R E 
Maple Rocking Chats ......0...0...ccc:csmomonennnnmuemmenennanenee =e 

Mirrors many sizes & SUVIES siasctissvcesrcscanritenten lange f 0 off e 

CN OCKS Bi cscnn secre avbinnnehneti neat 569 sup Masonic Street * Northampton 
Wine Racks many sizes & sla .. 30% off : 

Painted Pine Furniture wail shelves, sieolna cabinets, pie safes & amoires Open Dans raptcoiath edn anal tacts peeicins 


VALLEY OPTIMIST MAGAZINE @ DECEMBER 28, 1994 m5 


*« MIDNIGHT BELL RAISING 


FIRST: nic dH/GH+LIGHTS 


* GREAT CHINESE DRAGON 
PARADE 


* FIRST NIGHT ICE BAR 
* OVER 60 PERFORMANCES 


gx KID’S TALENT SHOW 


MA & FIRST NIGHT CANNON 


SATURDAY DECEMBER 31° 
Adult Buttons ...9 8.00 
Children’s Buttons ...9 3.00 


Senior’s Buttons ...$ 3.00 


FOR ALL YOUR FIRST NIGHT INFORMATION, 
CALL THE CENTER FOR THE ARTS AT 584-7327 OR 586-7282 
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Cover Photos 


The Year That Was 
$ea Monsters photo by Mark Rea 
Artistically Fit photo by Amber Davis 


Processing courtesy of Primary Color Lab of Northampton. 


On Our Cover 


“Spring Street” by George McNeil. Acrylic on canvas. The piece is on display at Smith 


College Museum of Arts as part of their Creative Collecting Exhibit, a show of paintings and 


sculpture from the gift of Mr. and Mrs. William A. Small Jr. running through January 22 


ORE STAIRMASTERS! 


: ‘MORE VARIETY! 


S36/M MONTH 12 MONTH E.FT. 


ATHLETIC CLUB 
256-0080 
460 West St. 


Kane ‘Sells 
Party = 


Celebrating American Crafts 
221 Main Street Northampton, MA 413 - 586 - 4563 


InThis Issue 
Departments 


9 Positively Real 


DECEMBER 28 - JANUARY 10, 1995 


Community & Commerce 
Talking Business 

Optimist Entertainment 
Pioneer Valley Music Calendar 
Community Calendar 

Health & Fitness 

UMass Hoops 

News of the Weird 

Classifieds 


Ow 
So 


35 


NOW OPEN 


MEAS GARDEN 


Specializing In Southeast Asian Cuisine 
LUNCH 11:30- 3 pm * OPEN DAILY 11: 30 - 10 pm * CLOSED ON WEDNESDAY'S 


¢ CAMBODIAN ¢ VIETNAMESE ¢ THAI 


DAILY LUNCHEON BUFFETT 
ALL YOU CAN EAT! 


| SPECIAL GRAND OPENING OFFER , | 
$ 7.00 OFF DINNER » 


For 2 or more, when 
purchasing $ 35.00 


not valid with any other discount offers. 
Expires Jan. 10, 1995 


MEAS GARDEN 
HOLIDAY GIFT CERTIFICATES 
Make Great Stocking Stuffers. 


MEAS GARDEN 


586-9809 
206 RUSSELL ST. (RTE. 9) HADLEY 
in front of Campus Pizza 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


A Galaxy of Funt!! 


6 Star 
& Graphies 
Consignments Zee Pata Laid 
Exceptional Typesattin Moa ading 


Preloved clothing, accessories & collectables Consulting, ofC.ss.«- 


774-5915 773-0452 
209 Main Street, Greenfield, MA 
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Now’s the time! 


They're here—the most powerful, productive Macintosh Computers at prices you can afford 
Don't let another year go by—purchase the cc omputers of tommorrow, today. 


38 Main Street * Northampton * MA * 413-585-0007 


COMPUTERS 


PHOTO BY JENNIFER P. BURDICK 


25 CENTRAL 


CONTEMPORARY CLOTHING @ FOOTWEAR 


Downstairs at Thornes 
150 Main Street - Northampton MA 
413 $86 8017 


= 


8 m VALLEY OPTIMIST MAGAZINE @ DECEMBER 28, 1994 


Publisher 


Christopher Boulger 
Editor in Chiel 


Lou Cove 


Managing Editor 
Norma Adler 


Art Director 
Amber Davis 
Copy Editor 


Sarah Larson 


Business Editor 


Erica Habert 


Entertainment Editor 


Ken Maiuri 


Assistant Editors 
Jeff Allard 
Alice Hicks 

Staff Writers 
Joni Fraser 
Jon Reed 


the valley 


Optimist 


General Manager 
Sean Davey 
Business Manager 
Patrick Borelli 
Production Manager 
Chris Lindquist 
Account Executives 
Patrick Borelli 
Sean Connelly 
Amber Davis 
Ginger Shaw 


Classifieds Executives 
Frank Gallo 
David Musante 


Editorial Interns 
Jonathan Ratcliff 
Melinda Webber 

Graphic Design Interns 
Vance Chatel 
Eric Sadler 
Jennifer Marino 
Dan Reynolds 


Sales Intern 
Betsy King 


The Valley Optimist is published biweekly by Optimist Publications from offices at 13 Old 
South Street, Northampton, MA 01060; (413) 586-7070. Subscriptions: $50 yearly. Send 
name, address, and zip code with payment. Postmaster: Send address changes to above 
address. Advertisers should check their ad on publication, Optimist Publications, dba 
Valley Optimist, shall not be liable for failure to publish an ad or for typographical error 
or errors in publication except to the extent of the cost of the space in which the actual 
error appeared in the first insertion, The publishers reserve the right to refuse advertising 
for any reason and to alter advertising copy or graphics deemed unsuitable for publica 
tion, The Valley Optimist is not responsible for unsolicited submissions. The entire con- 
tents of The Valley Optimist are copyright © 1994 by Optimist Publications. No. portion 
may be reproduced by any means without written permission of the publisher. 


La Cucina di 


PINOCCHIO 
Ristorante Italiano 


Happy Holidays 


Join Us For 
New Year’s Eve 


Call now for Reservations & Details 


Only minutes from 91 - Take Route 9 East to Amherst center (Rte 116) 
- take a left at light 
- take a right at the next light - take your next left to Pinocchio’s. 


30 Boltwood Walk % Amherst MA % Open 7 Days 
Lunch 11:30 - 3 Mon - Sat Dinner 5 - 10, 5-11 Weekends. 
‘ Call For Reservations ® 


i 
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An Optimists’ Year In Review. 


or nearly three years now, we at The Valley 

Optimist have tried to look on the bright side 

of things. Without glossing over the hard facts 

or making light of serious issues, we have done 

our best to transcend the muckraking and the 

finger-pointing for which the press has come 
to be known — and despised. It’s not always easy, particularly when 
we have to face painful reminders that all is not right with the world: 
ethnic cleansing, L.A. earthquakes, Rwandan refugees, Haitian unrest, 
and the O.J. Simpson case come to mind... 


It would be easy enough to objectively chronicle our times with- 
out giving a thought to the greater implications on history. Or we 
could use our paper and ink to lambast the world’s problems and 
the people who create them. But we have chosen a different tack, 
one that focuses on problem-solving rather than finger-pointing, on 
discussing complexities rather than oversimplifying; we explore solu- 
tions and encourage reader involvement in these solutions. Are there 
positive implications of the crisis in Bosnia? Not really, but there are 
many locals who, with little fanfare, are trying to effect a positive 
change. That's where articles on relief groups like Hadley’s Friends 
of Bosnia come in. Can we do anything but cringe at the media- 
blitzed tragedy of the O.J. Simpson case? For us, it became an oppor- 
tunity to have a frank discussion about the death penalty. 


Keeping our focus local, we've found many positive stories to tell 
this year, bringing attention to amazing organizations such as the 
Hampshire County Jail Work Release Program, the River Valley 
Health Associates, People For Co-ops and Collectives, the AIDS 
Support Volunteers Program, and the Northampton Center for the 
Arts. We've celebrated local cultural extravaganzas, such as the Great 
Northampton Brewers’ Festival, DIFFA’s Art For Life series, the 
Amherst Book and Plough Festival, the Northampton Lesbian Festival, 
the Up Country Balloon Festival, the Arts Council's Four Sundays 
in February and UMass’ Jazz in July, Amherst’s Antiquarian Book Fair, 
the Loud Music Festival, plus our own 2nd anniversary party which 
raised $5,000 for the Northampton Center for the Arts in February. 
And we have profiled scores of local artists, authors, and musicians 
— both known and unknown — such as Lesléa Newman, Tizzy, 
Suzanne Strempek Shea, Zeke Fiddler, Susan Freedman, Pat Smith, 
and Dar Williams. 1994 proved to be no exception to our rule: 
there’s no shortage of positive news. Here are a few highlights... 


contributors: Norma Adler, Jeff Allard, Lou Cove, Erica Habert, Alice Hicks, Sarah Larson, Ken Maiuri, Jonathan Ratcliff, Melinda Webber 
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INTERNATIONAL POSITIVE 

Mission Impossible 

Direct telephone links, two open- 
border crossings, an international air 


corridor and negotiations to end eco: 
nomic boycotts. Without a doubt, 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin’s and Jordan's King 
Hussein’s handshake that ended 
) the 46-year state of war was the 
) most inspirational event of the 
year. Even if the peace process © 
has been a shaky one, few could 
deny the promise of a new ag 
and the hopeful sound of the 
words “Peace in the Middle East.” 

South Africa, Free! 

“People have voted for the party of their 
choice, This is a democracy... We have 
had a good fight, but now this is the time 
to heal, the time to build a new South 
Africa.” 
words in early May, in the wake of his 
nationally celebrated election to president 
of South Africa. Mandela represents the 
| African National Congress, which received 

two-thirds of the votes in this first ever — 

and long overdue — democratic election 
| in the country. The yote ended apartheid 
: (meaning “apartness”) in South Africa. 
Apartheid was enforced during many years 
of oppressive white rule that denied black 
South Africans basic human rights - 
including the right to vote, something we 
in America often take for granted. 

Ireland At Rest? 

At midnight on August 31, the Irish 
Republican Army began a truce 
toric event offering hope for a permanent 
end to Europe’s longest ethnic war. The 
precedent-setting cease fire opened up more 
negotiation opportunities for the LR.A., as 
well as inspiring two Protestant paramili- 


These were Nelson Mandela’s 


a his- 


wel 
Ireland's political spectrum have re 


son to celebrate the 


groundwork for 
peace that has been laid this 
year. 


GOOD NEWS FOR THE VALLEY 
Sharing the wealth 
This past year saw the formation of People 
for Co-ops and Collectives, a nonprofit 
group that is working to support and enlarge 
the network of cooperatively- and collec- 
tively-run organizations in the Valley. PCC 


tary organizations to halt their terror- 
ist activities on October 13. Despite 
«the great differences that still exist in 
their agendas, parties at both ends of 
‘a- 


held ats turst major event in Northampton 
in September — an Alternative Economics 
Fair —at which a variety of worker-owned 
and -operated organizations gathered to 
discuss their philosophies and practices with 
the general public and with one another. 
Risa Silverman, co-founder of 
PCC, praised its success and said 
that PCC is currently working on 
a Directory of Co-ops and 
Collectives in the Valley for 1995, 
to be published by early spring. 
W.E.B. DuBois Honored at 
UMass 
The naming of the University 
of Massachusetts’ library this past 
autumn after civil rights activist 
W.E.B. DuBois — the first time 
a building on the campus has 
been named for a black scholar 
—came asa bright signal 
that perhaps UMass 
is acknowledging 
diversity on a 
broader scope. 
DuBois, a 
Western 


Massachusetts 
native, sought 
to destroy what he 
the “color 
line” that divides races 
in people’s minds. He 
was the first African American to earn a 
Ph.D. at Harvard, was instrumental in form- 
ing the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), 
and was active in bettering conditions for 
minorities. The W.E.B. DuBois Library 


called 


houses the greatest concentration of DuBois’ 
work — over 150,000 manuscripts of his 
speeches and writing, as well as photographs 
and other related materials, 

Cooley Dickinson Joins Alliance 

The Cooley Dickinson Hospital in 
Northampton agreed in November to form 
a health care system with six hospitals in 
New Hampshire. The health care alliance, 
to be called the United Community Health 
Care System, will have a capacity of over 
1,400 inpatient beds, and will keep com- 
munity health care its primary focus — each 
partner hospital will be governed by a local 
network of supervisors, including a board 
of trustees and president. The burgeoning 
system will allow more options to potential 
patients of each hospital, while continuing 
to build on the strong points of each of the 
community hospitals. 

Grown-up Girl Scouts 

The Western Massachusetts Girl Scout 
Council honored five local women as 1994 
Women of Distinction. “Many women in 
business today are distinctive leaders,” said 
Suzanne Smiley, Executive Director. It’s 
important for today’s girls to know these 
women and to understand the contribu- 
tions their character, expertise, and attitudes 
make toward success.” 

Louise Corcoran is Assistant Vice 
President for Patient Administrative Services 
at Holyoke Hospital, teaches at Holyoke 
Community College, and is president of the 
Massachusetts Health Information 
Management Association. 

Ruth E. Cruz is a health advocate for 
Nueva Esperanza, a school committee mem- 
ber in Holyoke, serves on the board of direc- 
tors of Headstart, and works with Nuestras 
Raices, an organization that promotes com- 
munity projects. 

Sharon M. 


Moulton teaches in 
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We give you 4,000 different reasons to shop here for wine. 


The best selection, the best prices, the best advice. 
Big Y Wines, the world’s greatest wine store is in your backyard. 


BiG Y WINES 450 North King Street, Northampton (413) 584-7775 


es 
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Williamsburg, is active in her church, served 
on the board of directors of the 
Northampton Survival Center (which she 
helped found), and is treasurer of the 
Pioneer Valley Habitat for Humanity. 
Martha Jeanne Nelson, owner of the les- 
bian and gay gift store Pride and Joy, has 
raised money for human rights and breast 
cancer research, is president of the 
Northampton Area Lesbian and Gay 
Business Guild, and supports the Pioneer 
Valley Lesbian Gay Bi Youth Project. 
Sheila Weinberg, rabbi of Jewish 
Community of Amherst, works for equality 
for women in religion and leads interfaith 
efforts to fight anti-semitism. She is a peace 
activist and helps makes Judaism more acces- 
sible to all people through innovative liturgy. 
Coull and His Gang 
This year saw the Norwottuck Bike Trail, 
the link between Amherst and 
Northampton, getting an extensive amount 
of use from cyclists, parents with strollers, 
and other ambling members of the Pioneer 
Valley. To help keep the trail in shape, John 
Coull, owner of Amherst’s Valley Bicycles 
Ltd., started his Chain Gang, a service-ori- 
ented group that combines his customers’ 
appreciation of biking with volunteer work. 
Over the summer, the Chain Gang held 
bicycle safety clinics and picked up litter all 
along the trail, making it safer for all. Gang 
members also traveled to Brightside in 
Springfield, where they repaired twenty 
bicycles for Brightside members. This sum- 
mer'’s success was just a warm-up, howev- 
er, Coull has given the Chain Gang’s mem- 
bers “a greater ownership of the whole 
process,” he said. “It’s now the members 
that own it as a club, They can generate the 
ideas. We’re definitely going to keep the 
project going. There’s no limit to what it 
can do,” 


Bike Squad 

Also in the Two Wheel Department... 
There was a sleek new crimefighting force 
on the streets this year — bicyclists in uni- 
form. Beginning in early July, six officers 
of the Northampton police force moved 
out of their cruisers and on to a more inti- 
mate means of pursuit. Moving swiftly 
through the back alleys, casual drug users 
and underage drinkers often didn’t know 
what hit them. “There is a mystery to the 
approach,” Officer Stephen Supurba noted 
of the surprise tact of a cop silently wheel- 
ing his way upon the unsuspecting. Besides 
catching many off guard, bicycles proved 
more effective than any police unit in such 
instances of outdoor assault, where an offi- 
cer on his bike would be able to speed down 
a woodland path in seconds. Officer Daniel 
Block also praised the new approach as 
bridging the gap between law enforcement 
and the community. “The bicycles lend 
themselves to human interaction — they 
make the officers more approachable.” 

“Coke Is It” 

The big decision has been made to allow 
The Coca-Cola Company to be it in the 
Valley. In October, the mega-multination- 
al put down $5.2 million for its new plant 
on Industrial Drive in Northampton, Coca- 
Cola reportedly plans to invest some $41 
million to enlarge the plant to a size of 
400,000 square feet. More significant to the 
local community, however, is its commit- 
ment to hiring approximately 150 local 
employees and utilizing local subcontrac- 
tors for its expansion, Production of Coca- 
Cola’s new products, PowerAde and 
Fruitopia, is expected to begin there in the 
spring. 

Tate and Wideman Hailed 

University of Massachusetts English pro- 
fessors James Tate and John Edgar Wideman 


Grade 4 
Teacher: 
Ms. Gilbert 


Conway Grammar 
School 


V4 When the full moon rises why does it look bigger when 
it’s close to the horizon and smaller as it moves higher 
in the sky? 


When reference points are available in the foreground, 


distant objects appear bigger. If you see the moon rising through the 


trees, the moon will appear immense, because your brain is uncon- 


sciously comparing the size of the object in the foreground (the tree 


limbs) with the moon in the background. When you see the moon up 


in the sky, it is set against tiny stars in the background. 


answer from Why Do Clocks Run Clockwise? 
and other Imponderables. By David Feldman 


you have @ question for A2Z, send It with your school photo, age, grade & teacher's 
name to: Ask A2Z c/o Valley Optimist 13 Old South St. Northampton, MA 01060 


seam. Bead a bracelet. Pour & paint. Make a puppet 
Excavate! Solve a puzzle. Learn to read. 
A2Z has what you need 


when it’s too cold to play outside. 


10am-9pm Every Day 
Sundays Noon - 5pm. 
(413) 586-1611 


LEARNING STORE 


both released new books which brought 
much-deserved attention to the works them- 
selves, the careers of the men who produced 
them, and the university where they teach. 

James Tate, professor of creative writing 
and contemporary poetry, won both the 
Pulitzer Prize and the William Carlos 
Williams Award for 1992’s Selected Poems, 
in 1966 he won the Yale Series of Younger 
Poets Award for The Lost Pilot. He has long 
been a cornerstone of the Pioneer Valley 
writing community, infusing his classes and 
readings with a charmed spirit of wisdom 
through poetic absurdity. This year, he was 
awarded the National Book Award for 
Worshipful Company of Fletchers. 

John Edgar Wideman is a two-time recip- 
ient of the PEN/Faulkner award, winner of 
the American Book Award for fiction in 
1990, and a recipient of a MacArthur 
Foundation “genius grant” in 1993. 
Wideman is an incisive, daring, intellectu- 
ally confrontational writer, as skilled in his 
use of voice as he is in pioneering compelling 
ideas, His book Fatheralong: A Meditation 
on Fathers and Sons, Race and Society was 
nominated for the 1994 National Book 
Award for nonfiction, 

This year is the first in which two mem- 
bers of the same university department have 
been nominated for the National Book 
Award. 


FASHION FRONT 

Waif-er Thin 

Nineteen ninety-four, to the relief of many, 
forced the “on the brink of starvation” waif 
model out of the mainstream. As feminists 
scolded the waif for contributing to eating 
disorders in young women, others wanted 
to see the real woman’s body again. The 
queen of lean, Kate Moss, and her entourage 
of slouchy, re-pubescent models, gave way 


ORGANIC AND GREEN COTTON CLOTHES ~ RECYCLED PRODUCTS ~ RAINFOREST CRUNCH & GIFTS ~ CARDS ~ 


112 MAIN STREET 
NORTHAMPTON MA 01060 
413-584-0010 


good for you, 

your friends, 
and our 
planet... 


shop at 
OPTIONS. 


TEST KITS FOR: LEAD, RADON, CO,, MICROWAVE, H,0 QUALITY ~ RECHARGEABLE BATTERIES 


R 


- SHAMPOOS, CONDITIONERS, LOTIONS, & CLEANERS AVAILABLE IN BULK ~ WATER SAVERS - ENERGY SAVERS 


IBANEZ! TAMA! 


ALSO WASHBURN... 
PA Systems, Marshall, A.R.T., 
Santa Cruz handmade instruments, 
A.D.A., Studiomaster, Sabine 
and KORG tuners, EMG, Remo, 
Evans, Vic Firth, Pro-Mark, MIDI 
software, straps, reeds, strings, etc. 
Harmonies is the place te contact twe of the best bands In the area: 


For Original Rock: ARCANA 


toa more retro-glamour look. Although this 
new silhouette still presents an idealized view 
of the woman’s body, it is at least one of 
strength and power in femininity. 

One Little Push 

Although the Wonderbra won’t be 
remembered for nourishing your soul, it 
will be filling this season’s clingy fashions. 
Debuting in New York on May 9, the 
Wonderbra proved to be an instant success 
for cleavage everywhere. Some have said 
that the Wonderbra is a throwback to a more 
repressive era, but it also gives women an 
alternative to the hazards of breast implants. 
If women’s views about their bodies can’t 
be changed, at least steps cai be made to 
keep them safe. In a time of plastic surgery, 
the Wonderbra may just help assuage some 
women’s insecurities, while avoiding the 
harmful effects of silicon. So save the tissues 
for your nose and the socks for your. feet, 
and use what you've got. The Wonderbra 
is all you, but with a little push. 


FINAL GOOD THOUGHTS 

Without being cynical, we'd also like to 
note one negative event that, thankfully, 
never came to fruition. Of course we're talk- 
ing about Old Ollie North being kept out 
of elected office for another year. Maybe the 
Colonel will give up his political goals and 
take up fried chicken. 

Also, a tip of the half full glass to the 
UMass Minutemen for making the year in 
local sports a whole lot funner.., er, more 
fun; and to the local health officials who 
stood their ground and cleaned up our com- 
munal air by establishing smoking bans. 
Here’s hoping local restaurants and bars 
aren’t negatively affected. Why don’t you 
make an extra trip to your favorite dining 
establishment just to let them know you 
support them? * 


Mauren, 

io 
Muwine 
shop at i 


112 MAIN STREET!! 
COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW LOCATION 


i t_e 
MAIN STREET 


PLEASANT STREET @ 
STRONG AVENUE 


Lz] 
|e 


~ SH3SNAIIG AdVUSHLVNOHY ~ S70 TVLLNSSS3 ~ SNOLLNG ~ SLUIHS-1 ~ SYSMOLIS HNN 


ONICS 


CRATE! 


THUNDER MOUNTAIN 


NEED TO RECORD A DEMO? TALK TO US. 
31 CAMPUS RD., HADLEY (NEAR PIZZA HUT) 2536-6944 
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IT’S 


CONSOLIDATION 


SALE THIVIE ! 


We’re moving our Amherst branch to our Northampton location 
and you get. to save in both stores! 


ee) 


_ Custom 
Picture Framing 


Since 1944 


984-3707 


6 Service Center 
Northampton, MA 


everything 
.J°RICH 


191 N, Pleasant St., Amherst CLOTHING FOR MEN 22 Masonic St., Northampton 
253-2013 586-6336 


Open 7 Days « Thursday nites in Northampton 


TRASIE 
BLUES 


RECYCLED 
CLOTHING 
FOR MEN & WOMEN. 


Get This StEF Outa Here | 


Holiday Cards — Sof. of E 
Calendavs —25 /. to Sef. off 
Christmas Ornaweuts —So/ of 
Kats, Gloves + Scay veS—2of to tte/. off 
Lets of Clething—2e/. te Sof off 
w9ga5et Cass —upte 35/.& 
Kowe Furnishings —2e/, to te/. off , 
Rugs + Spreads —up te Se/. off Sa SS nll 
Swall Fururtre— upte to’/, off 7 . 
Gi€ts + Decorate Kecessories —vp te So/-oft 
Li akting —vpe to te//. off 
Toys —vp .c So/. fF 


Man Street, Northemptsn —O pen] Days f 
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*The best in dress 
for men 
*The area's largest 
selection and lowest 
priced used Levis, 
*Check out our quality 
used motorcycle 
leathers. 
WE ALSO BUY YOUR 
MEN’S JEANS AND 
MOTORCYCLE 
LEATHER 


365 Main Street 


Greenfield, MA. 
413°774*4465 


1ST CLASS EURAIL PASS | 
at regular price and get up to 
ADDITIONAL PASSES 
at 1/2 PRICE! 
| Choose from 1st Cl. Eurailpasses: 
| 5days $498 
21 Days $648 


| 1Month $798 | 
| Restrictions apply! als 
| incil < 


79 So. PLEASANT ST. 


| ., AMHERST 
PHONE: 256-1261 


PINION 


Views expressed on The Valley Optimist Opinion Page are not necessarily shared or endorsed by 


MARK REA 


PHO TU.G R A Pa ER 


PEOPLE, PRODUCTS, PERFORMERS, 


PLACES & PORTFOLIOS 
NORTHAMPTON MA 
(413) 582-0448 


the staff of Optimist Publications. We welcome submissions to this forum. Please provide clear 


(preferably typewritten) copy and your name and phone number. 


olar Kvelch 


Dear Valley Optimist? 

Usually | appreciate many of your arti- 
cles, but I was compelled to respond to the 
lousy review “Degenerations” (November 
30, 1994). 

No, I’m not one of the typical Trekkies; 
I’m not even a sci-fi sycophant. I’ve seen 


Letter to the Editor 


ations, while also making it clear that their 
personalities could be more than predictable 
clichés. I thought the entire cast did a 
supreme job of laughing at themselves, and 
drawing the audience into the fun of it. 

It may be true that you have to be at least 
somewhat familiar with Star Trek’s lingo 


One thing Mr. Allard seems to 
have completely missed is the 
tongue-in-cheek humor. 


two, maybe three, Star Trek movies. I don’t 
own a television so I’m not your average 
American anything. But I was highly enter- 
tained (as were the rest of the entire SRO 
audience) on opening night at the Dead 
Mall by Star Trek Generations. 

Obviously your reviewer Jeff Allard enjoys 
a good fight (praising Shatner’s manly hero- 
type) and violence (the crash landing of the 
saucer seemed to turn him on). Maybe it’s 
my lack of television exposure that has me 
looking for other dramatic factors. One thing 
Mr. Allard seems to have completely missed 
is the tongue-in-cheek humor. The script 
was full of characters making fun of their 
own idiosyncrasies. Data, of course, was 
quite blatant about it, but what about 
Shatner’s dying words, “Oh my,” and the 
opening scene with Scottie’s wry remarks? 
1 thought it was delightful that the actors 
could hold their parts with some integrity 
and still convey the absurdity of their situ- 


and stars in order to appreciate this film. 
But isn’t that why we keep on going to 
Shakespeare performances? 

V. Vaughan 

Amherst 

Jeff Allard Responds: 

Star Trek’s tongue-in-cheek humor has 
long been one of my favorite aspects of the 
series, so I didn’t miss its presence in 
Generations. However, you did seem to miss 
the same humor in my review — not that I 
didn’t seriously dislike the movie. In their 
greed to exploit the Trek franchise, Paramount 
has delivered a rush-job —a poorly conceived 
film far beneath the quality of Next 
Generation’s best episodes, That this seems 
to be enough for many is what I find even 
more wrong than Generations’ glaring faults. 

And as for my thirst for violence, watch- 
ing a model spaceship crash through a fake 
forest isn’t exactly a disembowelment. It’s 
simply a neat effect. 


SPRINGFIELD MA 


ARAMOUNT 


a 
STARS OF THE MOVIE 


"THE COMMITMENTS" 
JANUARY 13TH 


AN ADAPTATION OF "RAISIN IN THE SUN" 


THE MUSICAL "RAISIN" 


PHILIP BAILEY - VOICE OF EARTH WIND & FIRE 
JT TAYLOR - FORMER LEAD SINGER OF KOOL & THE GANG 
HOWARD HEWETT - LYNETTE STEPHENS - OF THE HAWKINS SINGERS 
TO BENEFIT THE URBAN LEAGUE 


JANUARY 28TH 


TICKETS ON SALE AT BOX OFFICE CALL 413-734-5874 
ALL STRAWBERRIES RECORD OUTLETS OR CALL 
PROTIX AT 1-800-955-5566 
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'9S Caravans ° Over 40 Available + All Levels of Equipment 


* Dual Air Bags Standard 

Sale Price $16,692 * Front Wheel Drive 

Factory Rebate $500 * Air Conditioning 
College Grad q V- 

if Qualified $400 /' 


Your Price 


'95 Caravan 
LEASE OAL 


ony $490: ote 
oO. 


36 Mo, Lease, 12,000 mi. per year, $2000 down payment, 
Cash or trade taxes not included, 1st month payment = 


'94 Eagle Vision Tsi 
Only 4 Left 


security deposit required on inception 


with ' |New Stock 
Package 2 Arriving —_ 
& Dede SS Daily 
Discounts 


Rte. 10 » 375 South St., Northampton + 584- 37929 
48 Damon Rd., Northampton + 584-8099 
Call Toll free in Mass. 1-800-584-3792 


HOLD ON TO YOUR NEW 
YEARS RESOLUTION... 


BROWN PAPER BAG 
HARRY HAS THE 

SOLUTION TO MAKE 1995 
THE YEAR YOU LOOK 

YOUR BEST... 


That's right... Harry is excited to announce a revolutionary 
product that shrinks your fat cells forever ! No more worry 
about the yo-yo diet syndrom. Since:there is no diet. 


It's so easy, so safe , you won’t gain weight if you ever 
stop using this product. Curb your appetite, reduce your food 
intake, and actually stop your body's fat and cholesteral production. 

SOUNDS TO GOOD TO BE TRUE? Tried and tested by hundreds who 

experienced dynamic results say, “It‘s to good not to be shared! ” 


BROWN PAPER BAG HARRY HAS THE SCOOP JUST FOR YOU. 
CALL TODAY:586*7271 and ask about his BRAND NEW WEIGHT MANAGEMENT SYSTEM.. 


There's too many super benefits to list, so go on down and they will be glad to fill you in. 


HAPPY NEW! 


 ¥>y\ \ 
: § y YEAR! | 
ae 1 
Le) $5.00 OFF! 


ANY PRODUCT OR: 
10%OFF ANY WEIGHT! 
LOSS COMBO OR STOP: 
SMOKING PLAN.: 


with Live Entertainment featuring 


SPECIALS: 


¢ Appetizer- Pan Seared Scallop-Cakes 
served with spicy tomato remoulade. 


¢ Entree- Grilled Filet Mignon 
stuffed with a wild mushroom duxelle, 
served with a roasted shallot cabernet wine sauce. 


filled with lobster and leeks in a lemon tarragon cream 


sauce, 


¢ Entree- Roasted Vegetable Ragout 


served with wild rice pancakes. 
¢ Entree- Chicken Breast 


stuffed with sweet sausage, fennel and toasted pistachios, 
served with a sweet marsala wine sauce. 


Swampgirl 
ogi ern 


Complimentary Party Favors 
and Champagne Toast. 
As Always - 


Don’t Forget Phy 
There’s Always 2m 


Pale Ale SI 


Available where most | 
fine ales are sold. 


fare Court * NORTHAMPTON , MA ¢ ¢ 413-584-9903 
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COMMUNIT Y COMMERCE 


Holyoke’s Creature Feature 


Prehistoric beasts return to the Children’s Museum — this time with fins 


by Jonathan Ratcliff 


ehold the Giant Squid, with its 

tentacled death-grip! See the fero- 

cious ancestor of the Great White 

Shark! Beware the fifty-foot-long 
Elasomer! Alive and larger than life, these 
are just a few of the prehistoric beasts who, 
after millions of years of extinction, will 
snap, flap, and roar at the Holyoke 
Children’s Museum exhibit Sea Monsters: 
Dinosaurs of the Deep. 

Living fossils? Not really. But thanks to 
the technical and creative wizardry of a 
national company and some local artists, 
the Children’s Museum intends to wow 
spectators with a Jurassic Park right in their 
own backyard. 

“We're hoping that Sea Monsters will do 
what last year’s Dinosaurs Alive! exhibit did 
for us,” Children’s Museum Executive 
Director Patricia Byrne said. “It gave us a 
lot of exposure. We had over 60,000 visi- 


tors come to the dinosaur exhibit! People 
who had not been to the museum before 
had been drawn in by the exhibit, and found 


Mark Rea 


“Here’s looking at you, kid.” 


out about the other great things we offer.” 

The popularity of Dinosaurs Alive! came 
as no surprise, thanks to Dinamation, the 
California-based company responsible for 
bringing the phenomenally successful 
exhibit to the museum last winter, as well 
as Sea 
Dinamation’s creatures have been (pardon 


this year’s Monsters show. 


the pun) a monstrous success worldwide 
— their creations have delighted thou- 
sands of spectators at over a hundred 
museums, theme parks, zoos, and aquar- 
iums from Denmark to the United States 
to Japan. 

So how does the company breathe life 
into the hundreds of pounds of steel and 
foam rubber that their creatures are made 
of? The combined efforts of scientists, 
artists, sculptors, engineers, welders, 
mold makers, and computer technicians 
make the monstrous visions become real- 
ity. To be as scientifically accurate as pos- 
sible, Dinamation refers to fossils and 
other existing knowledge about a spec- 
imen before coming up with conceptu- 
al sketches and, eventually, a full-size clay 
model. Meanwhile, engineers are creating 
the computer-directed, air piston-driven 
robotic skeleton that will set the creature 
in motion. A mold is made from the clay 
model, and a specially-developed liquid 
foam rubber is poured, creating a soft and 
flexible skin — 
complete with 
scales, folds and 
wrinkles — that 
and 
stretches with 


Mark Rea 


twists 


the movements 
of the creature. 
Finally airbrush 
artists give the 
beasta paint job. 
The finished 
result? A crea- 
ture that looks 
though it 
might — walk, 
crawl, (or in this 


as 


case, swim) 


away at 
moment. 


As impressive 


any 


as the monsters are, they would not have 
quite the impact without a realistic envi- 
ronment for them to dwell in. For this, 
the Children’s Museum sought out some 
local talent: the exhibit’s surreal flicker- 
ing water reflections, large undersea 
murals, and sculpted rocks are the work 
of professional Holyoke artists Robert 


“Just checking for cavities.” 


Clark and Richard Moss. 

“Weattempted to create an undersea adven- 
ture for the viewer brought about by the cre- 
ative use of light, space, painting, and sculp- 
ture,” Moss explained. “We wanted to create a 
vignette for each creature so they can be expe- 
rienced individually.” 


Apart from entertaining its visitors and 


“We attempted to create 
an undersea adventure 
for the viewer.’ 


bringing in much needed revenues that have 
a big role in sustaining the museum’s oper- 
ation, both the Children’s Museum and 
Dinamation say the driving force behind 
the exhibit is education. Several interactive 
activities — a fossil dig, a creature crayon- 
rubbing station, information booths about 
the beasts, and more — are all part of the 
Sea Monsters exhibit. 

“Despite the fun we are all having, 
every one of the exhibits and programs 
here at the museum has an educational 
base,” Byrne said. “Last year 39,000 
school children came from all over New 
England to the dinosaur exhibit. We 
expect an even better turnout for Sea 
Monsters — both student groups and 
other visitors. People come once and see 
the big shows, but we have afterschool 
programs for children in Holyoke, sum- 


mer arts camps, and a lot 
more. The museum is a very 
vibrant environment, with an 
amazing staff. Exhibits like this 
allow us freedom in our pro- 
gram planning — we can 
reach so many more people.” 

The Children’s Museum has 
really taken off in the past cou- 
ple of years. The 5,000 square 
feet of space for the larger 
exhibits like Sea Monsters was 
recently granted to them by 
the mayor of Holyoke, some- 
thing Byrne says the organi- 
zation is very grateful for. And 
the museum recently learned 
that they will receive a $500,000 federal 
grant for a new health exhibit, to be 
housed in the museum’s permanent 
exhibit space, where a wide variety of 
educational and entertaining children’s 
activities has been featured for over ten 
years. 

This comes as good news not only for the 
Children’s Museum, but for 
Holyoke as well. “The chil- 
dren’s museum is a key ele- 
ment in the revitalization of 
downtown,” Byrne said. “We 
are something that lets 
Holyoke shine. We get peo- 
ple here, and they have the 
opportunity to see what a good city this can 
be.” 

The area community has shown that 
they care about the Children’s Museum, 
not only through membership and atten- 
dance, but through business sponsor- 
ship that has provided cash and services 
that total over $63,000 for the Sea 
Monsters exhibit alone. 

“The museum really appreciates all of the 
support from the sponsors,” Byrne said. “It 
shows that people in the position to help 
understand what we are trying to do here. 
But our visitors, both the adults and chil- 
dren, are the most important. They mean 
everything to us.” * 

Sea Monsters: Dinosaurs of the Deep opened 
at the Children’s Museum in Holyoke on December 
16, and will run until April 23 of 1995, Call (413) 
536-KIDS for more information, 


Immigration Law 


Hans & Curran, pc. 


30 Years of Experience in Immigration Law 


1163 Main Street 


781-6370 


13 Old South St. 
Springfield, MA Northampton, MA 
584-3232, 


50 Congress St. 
Boston, MA 


(617) 722-0043 


Free Consultation for 
Five-College Students/Faculty 


FEATURING 
LARGEST SELECTION OF HOMEOPATHIC REMEDIES 


HERBS - VITAMINS - NATURAL BODY CARE 


FRESH LOCALLY ROASTED GOURMET COFFEE 
WHOLE FOODS - ORGANIC PRODUCE - BULK FOODS 
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a whole fo0d stop, 
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TALKING SINESS 


Crossing Bou 


ndaries 


Ken Morgan, owner of FLEX Fitness Center in Amherst, is pumped up about his work — as an 


abstract painter 
by Erica Habert 


inding the common thread that 

runs through Ken Morgan’s life 

is at first a daunting task. He pur- 

~ sues seemingly disparate avenues 

of work — he’s both a businessman who 

owns and operates FLEX, a successful 

Amherst gym, and an abstract artist who 

finds himself absorbed by the tension 
between angles and curves. 

Once a dialogue is established, how- 
ever, the mysterious connection between 
Morgan’s life as a businessman and his 
pursuits as an artist becomes more 
apparent. In fact, it’s a duality that might 
make perfect sense. 

“If you’re really committed to your 
art,” he explains, “...you can’t work for 
anybody else. They want forty hours 
from you, and when you get home, 
you're tired, That doesn’t allow any time 
to do what you want to do.” 


Morgan actually did go the whole nine “Three Me and My Shadow” 


yards as a full-time artist for twenty years 
of his professional life. He held various 
visiting artist positions at San Diego State 
University and Ohio State University, and 
spent the majority of his time at the can- 
vas and the drawing board. But 
the increasing difficulty in find- 
ing paid positions — as well as 
his becoming a father — 
changed his priorities. “I felt 1 
had to get into something a lit- 
tle more substantial,” he said. 
“Once I realized what my 
options were, [the gym] seemed 
to be something | was familiar 
with.” 
This familiarity with physi 

cal conditioning stems from a 
unique childhood experience 


6 


that also centered on the gen- 
eral idea of physical activity... 
but with a twist. Along with his 
father, two brothers and sister, 
Morgan worked — and, essen- 
tially, worked out — as part of a travel- 
ing entertainment troupe. Called Al 
Morgan & His Toy Boys, the family jug- 
gled and unicycled their way through 
numerous state fairs, carnivals, nightclubs, 
and circuses, Training began foreach child 
in the family at the ripe old age of six 
months. 

Morgan says that once he went to high 


3] Opened) wip a 
DoOoK Awd Saw 
ony rst abstrac 
painting = and 
Ae hit Gne Uke a 
Higitning bolt” 


= en Whorgan 


school, his grounding in the performing 
arts shifted to an interest in the fine arts. 
He recalled the first time he felt this attrac- 
tion: “I opened up a book and saw my 
first abstract painting —and it hit me like 
a lightning bolt.1 didn’t question what it 
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was, because to me it looked like nothing, 
which was what I liked. And I was just 
absorbed in the purity and strength of the 
color, forms, and shapes. That set my roots 


towards the abstract.” 

Yet his art doesn’t stray far from his 
beginnings as a performance artist. It is 
filled with what he calls an “entertainment 
sensibility,” which manifests itself most 
noticeably in his use of bright, bold pri- 
mary colors. He notes that the circus and 
carnival settings where he performed as a 

youth were filled with hues of red, 
yellow, and blue. The work that he 
displays and for which he is known 
is his painting and drawing, typi- 
cally acrylic on canvas. But Morgan 
is beginning to experiment with dif- 
i ferent mediums. Sometimes he 
combines his painting and his 
drawing in an elaborate printmak- 
ing process, and soon he plans to 
venture into three-dimensional 
construction of some of his works 
from the past twenty years. 
Whatever the form of his creative 
expression, Morgan treasures his 
freedom to stretch the boundaries 
of his art. Since a business, not art, 
is the foundation of his livelihood, 
this freedom is much more attainable — 
he is not dependent on a paycheck that 
comes from someone else’s demands for 
what kind of art to produce. “Because I’ve 
never made it really big and I haven't cre- 
ated a look that fingerprints my identity, 
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I feel I have the authority to do any- 
thing I want,” he says. Some of his 
recent work can be seen through 
February 2 at the Hartford Campus 
Art Gallery at the University of 
Connecticut at Hartford. His work 
is also being shown at the O.K. Harris 
Art Gallery in New York City’s Soho 
District. 

“I’m really looking forward to 
getting old and painting pictures,” 
said Morgan. “[Since] I haven’t 
put restrictions on myself and I 
don’t allow anybody else to put 
restrictions on me, I can play all 
my life.” 

Speaking of play, FLEX gym, 
now in its fifth year, offers some 
43 different exercise machines — 
including lifecycles, stairmasters, 
and Polaris equipment, along with 
free weights. Treadmills will like- 
ly be added soon too, Morgan says. 
He has coordinated an internship with 
the University of Massachusetts at 
Amherst (which is responsible for pro- 
viding him with James, his “right-hand 
man”), and benefits 
from the gym’s prox- 
imity to the University 
campus. But a walk 
through FLEX is not a 
walk through a UMass 
facility. There’s a mix 
of folks building mus- 
cle and burning calo- 
ries, from the student 
to the 9-to-5 variety, 
female and male, new- 
comers and experi- 
enced body builders. 

Morgan's business is 
a solid foundation to 
support his work as an 
artist. Yet in the con- 
text of Morgan’s life, 
there is a critical distinction to be made 
between the two endeavors. “The gym 
is for the moment,” “but my 
art is forever.” * 


he says, 


FLEX Fitness Center, located at 175 
University Drive in Amherst, is open 
Monday through Thursday, 6 am — 10 
pm; Friday, 6 am — 9 pm; Saturday, 9 
am — 5 pm; and Sunday, 10 am — 3 pm. 
Call (413) 253-3539 for membership or 
other information. For information 
about Morgan’s show at the Hartford 
Campus Art Gallery, call the University 
of Connecticut at Hartford main oper- 
ator at (203) 241-4700 and ask for Dr. 
Alfred Martinez, Art Gallery Director. 


MAKE A DATE 
MONDAY, JANUARY 16 
The Massachusetts Institute of 
Management Education, Inc.: |SO-9000 
program in conjunction with SPACE and 
Employers Association. A twenty-three- 
step implementation planning workshop. 
The training teams will develop project 
plans for their committees. Participants 
will spend twenty hours learning twenty 
1SO-9000 requirements, The program will 
run January 16 - 19 from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
at Westover Air Force Base in Chicopee. 
For more information call 589-7844. 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 26 
The Massachusetts Institute of 
Management, Inc.: Unemployment 
Compensation Issues. The workshop will 
explain the states laws and programs deal- 
ing with unemployment compensation. The 
program will relate how the law impacts 
the employer and how to handle employ- 
ee- related incidents. The claims process, 
appeals process, costs involved, and hear- 
ings will be among the topics discussed. 
Speakers will include State Commissioner 
Nils Nordberg and the president of 
Unemployment Tax Control Associates, 
Inc., Suzanne Murphy. The program will 
be held from 9 a.m. — noon in the Parwick 
Center at the Comfort Inn in Chicopee. Call 
589-7844 for more information. 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 31 

The Massachusetts Small Business 
Center and the British Standards 
Institution: UMass/BSI ISO 9000 Initiative 
A World-Class Program for Local 
Small Businesses. A program offering 
local businesses committed to culti- 
vating an |SO-compliant quality man- 
agement system a combination of inten- 
sive training and support from BSI train- 
ers, as well as UMass faculty and stu- 
dents. This training team is distin- 
guished by the BSI's preeminence as 
an ISO registrar, and by the UMass fac- 
ulty's world-wide distinction in the fields 
of engineering and quality manage- 
ment. The program will run from May to 
September, 1995. Early registration is 
required due to the intensity and selec- 
tivity of this program. Pre-registration 
is due by January 31, 1995. Enrollment 
is limited to the first eight companies 
For more information, call 545-6307. 


MORE TREADMILLS! 
(MORE STAIRMASTERS! 


~MORE VARIETY! 


BE COMMERCIAL PULSE 


Yound Entrepreneur Now 
Chairman ol the Board 


Jason LeClair, 23, saw potential for an idea, and rolled with it. 

In 1989, hé was a high school senior working at a bike shop. LeClair had encouraged the shop 
to diversify from bike equipment into skateboards. He soon saw his special interest grow from an 
idea to its own department in the bike store. He was taught to manage the skateboard end of the 
shop — everything from ordering items to sales. 

When the store went out of business, LeClair thought it was time the area had a skateboard store 
ofits own. “There was a lack of a store just for skateboarding equipment. You basically could only 
get it from mail-order [catalogs], or bike shops. Having a store just for skateboarding stuff creates 
an atmosphere for skaters,” LeClair said. 

With the help of the Small Business Association, who aided him in securing a bank loan, LeClair 
soon started A Hole in the Wall in Sturbridge, which closed after a couple years due to lack of busi- 
ness, : 

LeClair moved his business to Northampton, where it has been known for almost three years 
as The Board Room. The Board Room, which also sells snowboards and related paraphernalia, 
now has three employees. It’s still a community for skaters in the area. 

“It’s still the same now, we have a TV room for kids. It’s become a hang-out, meeting place for 
skaters in the area—with skateboarding illegal in town, there’s not much else for them to do. This 
isa second home for them,” LeClair said. 

It’s not all hard work for LeClair, though. “I've always been interested in skateboarding and 
snowboarding — it’s why I got into the business. 1 wanted to be close to my hobby. I work to sup- 


RAPID PULSE 


INNORTHAMPTON 

The Northampton Center for the Arts, in conjunction with several area businesses, is sponsor- 
ing First Night on December 31. This New Year's Eve festivities mark the tenth anniversary of the 
First Night celebration and the Center for the Arts. There will be over sixty music, dance, comedy, 
theatre, and storytelling performances to choose from. A “ball raising” at midnight above the Hotel 
Northampton will occur as it did last year, as will the “ice bar” created by decorating Pulaski Park 
with ice sculptures and neon lights. Also returning is First Night's non-alcoholic policy, and a pledge 
to offer rides home to those festival-goers who request them. Hot chocolate and coffee will be avail- 
able to everyone. The Words and Pictures Museum will be holding its Grand Opening simulta- 
neously with First Night celebrations. Admission will be free to those with a First Night admittance 
button. For more information on tickets or events, call 584-7327 or 586-7282. 

Options, the environmentally responsible products store, has moved from its Strong Avenue 
location to 112 Main Street. Call 584-0010 for more information. 


IN HOLYOKE 

The Volleyball Hall of Fame will begin its year-long schedule of events to celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of volleyball on January 28. The Volley “Ball” dance will be held at the city hall ball- 
room. For more information, call 536-0926. 


IN SPRINGFIELD 

The sales team of Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company recently won a national award. 
Sales & Marketing Management Magazine and the Gallup Organization named Northwestern 
Mutual Life’s sales force the best in the nation, according to a survey they conducted. The main 
ctiteria the team was based on were: accuracy, availability, responsiveness, credibility, quality of 
training, recruiting top salespeople, maintaining accounts, and building partnerships. Northwestern 
Mutual has $47 billion in assets and 7200 agents nationwide. 

*Stockholders have approved a plan to consolidate the Farm Credit Bank of Springfield, the 
Springfield Bank for Cooperatives, and CoBank. The united banks will form an Agricultural Credit 
Bank called CoBank ACB. The consolidation is the first in the 77-year history of the Farm Credit 
System, Currently, CoBank offers credit services to agricultural cooperatives, rural utility systems, 
and other rural businesses throughout the country. The consolidated bank will open on January 1. 


IN SOUTH HADLEY 

Office space is shifting and expanding at The Village Commons. The Commons has added a 
new tenant: Liberty Mutual Insurance. Old resident Mona’s Lace Place has expanded in order to 
make room for a more extensive line of bridal accessories, and to add infant gifts and antiques to 
its inventory. Neuchatel Chocolates has moved to a bigger space, and is now carrying a larger line 
of Swiss chocolates. 


IN CHICOPEE 

Fairfield Mall recently welcomed three new businesses. Nail Studio, owned by Tony Lee, pro- 
vides pedicure and manicure services. Valinho Travel is a full-service travel agency operated by 
Eduarda Valinho. Cote’s Café Gourmet Coffee, is owned by Larry Cote, and serves baked goods, 
soups, and sandwiches. 


— Alice Hicks 


Send publicity and news about your business to: 
Talking Business c/o The Valley Optimist 
13 Old South St., Northampton, MA 01060 


Count on the NCB LOAN Team! 


We put the pieces together! 


1 to R: Tracey Grower, Sarah Marquis, Sharon Marsh, Lucille Cernak. Center: Maureen D, Lawrence 
Choosing the right home is only one piece of the puzzle. You need to find the 
right financing. We'll work with you to make the dream of home 
ownership a reality, and since we're a local bank, 
we can give you an answer on your loan FAST. 
So...call or stop by soon to discuss your home financing needs 
with the NCB LOAN Team. 


BINORTHAMPTON 


Co-operative BANK 


67 King Street, Northampton, 584-4474 * 253 Triangle Street, Amherst, 549-6622 


Member FDIC &SIF: All deposits insured in full without limit 


MORE TREADMILLS! 
MORE STAIRMASTERS! 


MORE VARIETY! 


|. TE ek 


PRENTISS SMITH & COMPANY, INC. 


Socially responsible portfolio management since 1982 


@W 


“We must be 


the change we 


wish to see in 


the world,” 


— Gandhi 


TRUDY WALKER CAMBELL 


103 MAIN ST. BRATTLEBORO. VT 005301 
802/254-2913 


— if vour portfolio totals 70,000 or more 
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S mm “4 «Contact lens specialist 

] wo J . “Eyeglasses, full laboratory 
TAY «Accepting most insurances 
*Free parking 


OPTOMETRIST 
“My goal is to provide excellent vision services 
in a caring manner.” ...Maribeth A. Erb, O.D. 


Former Morrison clients records at our office 


LOCATED IN SULLIVAN SQUARE ON THE 
CORNER OF MAIN & SOUTH STREETS IN 
DOWNTOWN NORTHAMPTON 


584-6616 


A hospitality service that 
welcomes new home owners 
and new babies! 
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Schedule. 


Performances. 


Academy of Music 

2 p.m. — 2:45 p.m. The Enchanted Circle Theatre. 

3 p.m. — 3:45 p.m. The Inner City Liberation Chorus. 
4 p.m. — 4:45 p.m. Michael Wald’s Magic. 

7 p.m. - 8 p.m. Bamidele Drummers. 

8:15 p.m. — 9:15 p.m. The Young at Heart Chorus. 
9:30 p.m. — 10:30 p.m. Judy Polan. 

10:45 p.m. — 11:30 p.m. The Michael Gregory Band. 


Center for the Arts 

2 p.m. - 2:45 p.m. The Young at Heart Chorus. 

3 p.m. - 3:45 p.m. Notable Performances Children’s Theatre. 
4 p.m. — 4:45 p.m. Su Eaton. 

7 p.m. —- 9:15 p.m. The Don Bastarache Big Band. 

9:30 p.m. — 11:30 p.m. Loose Caboose. 


Coolidge /Fitzwilly Building 

? p.m. - 8 p.m. The Northeast American Dance Company. 
8:15 p.m. — 9:15 p.m. The McNixons. 

9:30 p.m. — 10:30 p.m. Angry Johnny and the Killbillies. 
10:45°p.m. — 11:30 p.m. Check, Please! 


Edwards Church 


2 p.m. — 2:45 p.m. Roger Tincknell, folksinger. 

3 p.m. - 3:45 p.m. Mary Jo Maichak, minstrel. 

4 p.m. — 4:45 p.m. The Gutterbirds. 

7 p.m. — 8 p.m. The Andy Jaffe and Tom McClung Quartet. 

8:15 p.m. — 9:15 p.m. Marion Groves and the Andy Jaffe Trio. 
9:30 p.m. — 10:30 p.m. Scott Gilman and the Andy Jaffe Quartet. 
10:45 p.m. — 11:30 p.m. Marion Groves and the Andy Jaffe Trio. 


First Church Lyman Hall 


2 p.m. — 2:45 p.m. Hoopee the Clown. 

3 p.m. —- 3:45 p.m. David Bates, storyteller. 

4 p.m. - 4:45 p.m. Rob King, storyteller. 

7 p.m. - 8 p.m. The Big Waaagh Scratch Band. 

8:15 p.m. —- 9:15 pm Andrea Ayvasian, 
and Annie Hassett. 

9:30 p.m. — 10:30 p.m. The Big Waaagh Scratch Band. 

10:45 p.m. —- 11:30 p.m. Andrea Ayvasian, Count Dorsey, 
and Annie Hassett. 


First Church Sanctuary 

2 p.m. — 2:45 p.m. Gideon Freudmann, cello-bop. 

3 p.m. - 3:45 p.m. The Eastman/Henry/DeVito Trio. 
4 p.m. — 4:45 p.m. Salamander Crossing. 

7 p.m. — 8 p.m. Schtick and Stones. 

8:15 p.m. — 9:15 p.m. Leo T. Baldwin. 

9:30 p.m. — 10:30 p.m. Izzy Gesell. 

10:45 p.m. — 11:30 p.m. Sleeveless Theatre. 


° A 
Historic Northampton 

2 p.m. — 2:45 p.m. Yar theGenie. 

3 p.m. — 3:45 p.m. Morgan Simone DaLeo, storydancing. 
4 p.m. — 4:45 p.m. Waffles the Clown. 


St. John’s 

2 p.m. - 2:45 p.m. Bamidele Drummers 

3 p.m. — 3:45 p.m. Schtick and Stones. 

4 p.m. — 4:45 p.m. Paul Richmond, juggling. 

7 p.m. — 8 p.m. Roger Saloom and the Stragglers. 
8:15 p.m. — 9:15 p.m. Craig Eastman. 


Count Dorsey, 


Sleeveless Theatre 


9:30 p.m. — 10:30 p.m. The Amy Fairchild Band. 

St. Mary’s Parish Auditorium 

2 p.m. — 3:45 p.m. First Night Children’s Talent Show. 
7 p.m. — 8 p.m. Higher Help. 

8:15 p.m. — 9:15 p.m. Blue Streak. 

9:30 p.m. — 1:30 a.m. Oye/Danse Afrique. 


Unitarian Society (Great Hall) 

2 p.m. — 2:45 p.m. John Porcino, storyteller. 

3 p.m. — 3:45 p.m. Sarah Pirtle, folksinger. 

4 p.m. - 4:45 p.m. Jonathan Keezing, guitar/puppeteer/stories. 
7 p.m. -— 8 p.m. Art Steele Blues Band. 

8:15 p.m. — 9:15 p.m. David Marshall Jackson Choir. 

9:30 p.m. — 10:30 p.m. The Pioneer Valley Gay Men’s Chorus. 
10:45 p.m. - 11:30 p.m. Erica Wheeler. 

Words and Pictures Museum 

Gala Opening — only with a First Night Button — from 2-5 p.m. 
and 6 — 9:30 p.m. 


Performances are subject to change without notice. For latest 
information, please call the Center for the Arts at 584-7387. 
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TEN COOL MUSICAL THINGS OF 1994 
(IN NO PARTICULAR ORDER) 


he Wedding Present — Watusi 
(Island): Timeless pop from four 
guys from Leeds, England. From 
the late-60s shimmy of 
to the Stereolab-like hypnotism of “Click 
Click,” The Wedding Present make you wow 


It'saGas” 


and flutter. Gedge screaming “I’m just kid 
ding myself” on 
“So Long, Baby” is 
one of the best 
moments of the 
year. 

Jawbox — For 
Your Own Special 
Sweetheart 
(Atlantic): More 
jagged than a 
chainsaw, more 
powerful than a 
lacomotive, 
Jawbox twist and 
bend their guitars 
around melodies until they: threaten to break 
They don’t, but it’s a delicious mess anyway, 
featuring “Savory,” one of the best tortured 
pop songs that nobody heard. 

Elvis Costello — Brutal Youth (Warner 
Bros.): Elvis is still king, and he proved it 
with this “comeback” album of 15 tunes that 
were played with so much energy and wit 
that you'd think it was 1978. Not a wasted 
moment. One of Mr. MacManus'’s best ever. 

Stereolab — Mars Audiac Quintet 
(Elektra): Like watching the rolling of the 
ocean or driving on an endless highway, 
Stereolab-makes mesmerizing music that 
lulls listeners into a dream state that never 
ends. And when it does, like the abrupt gasp 
at the conclusion of “Ping Pong,” you don’t 
want it to. Check out last year's Transient 
Random-Noise Bursts With Annowneenicnts 
as well. 

Fastbacks 
(Sub Pop); This buzz pop trio chose their 


Answer the Phone, Dummy 


name carefully, as they play two and three 
minute pop songs as though their lives 
depended on it. The dise has more catchy 
riffs than most bands can come up with in 
a lifetime. Perfect for air guitar, 

Frank Black Teenager of the Year 
(Elektra): The unstoppable Charles 


Thompson continues his quiet takeover of 
the world as we know it with this sprawling, 
twenty-two-song avalanche of odd outlooks 
and melodic invention. The Pixies are dead 
and The Breeders are popular, but Frank 
Black's having fun, and he’s still the one. 
Guided By Voices — Bee Thousand 
(Scat): First came the critical uproar, then 
came the critical backlash, but Robert 
Pollard and his crew sail on regardless. From 


the angelic bliss of 
“Tractor Rape Chain” 
to the Byrds-like 
“Queen of Cans and 
Jars,” GBV write per- 
fect pop songs as effort- 
lessly as someone wav- 
ing “hello,” 

The Mommyheads 
_ Flying Suit 
(Dromedary); They 
sing of balloons, heli- 
um balls, and clouds, 
and their music is gen- 
uinely dreamy and oth- 
erworldly. “Sandman” is a perfect three 
minutes, all anyone can ask for, They sound 
like no one else, thanks to the unique vision 
of lead vocalist/guitarist Adam Cohen. Ask 
for Coming Into Beauty at your local store, 
too. 

Ray Mason — Between Blue and Okay 
(Bullet): Rock and roll has no friend greater 
than he — Ray Mason holds the pop song- 
writing torch high and proud, with more 
catchy, indelible tunes than anyone has a 
right to have written, His live shows con- 
tinue toamaze and motivate, See him now 
ata club near you. 

The Kinks — Are the Village Green 
Preservation Society (Reprise): Yes, this came 
out twenty-five years ago, but excellent 
music knows no boundaries, and up 
until this summer — I had never heard this 
dise. Ifyou haven't, buy it now, and won 
der what happened to these boys while you 
sing “Do You Remember Walter?” 

Furthermore: Pavement — Crooked Rain, 
Crooked Rain (Matador); Sebadoh 
Bakesale (Sub Pop); Liz Phair 
(Matador); Elastica — Stutter7 (Sub Pop); 
Blur — Parklife (SBK/ERG); Versus — The 
Stars Are Insane (TeenBeat). 
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. Greg Brown 
. Maddy Prior — Year (Park Records) 

. Katell Keineg — O Seasons, O Castles (Elektra) 
. Carey Bell — Heartaches and Pain (Delmark) 

. Various Artists — Duende (Ellipsis) 


. Music of Hildegard von Bingen 
. Dawn Upshaw — | Wish It So (Elektra/Nonsuch) 

. Cecilia Bartoli — Italian Songs (London) 

. Benedictine Monks of Santo Domingo — Chant Noel (Angel) 


. Various Artists — Homegrown Harvest (Signature Sounds) 
. Various Artists — Hotel Massachusetts (Chunk) 

. Steve Westfield/Scud Mountain Boys — Split 7” (Chunk) 
. New Radiant Storm King — Rocket Scientist 7” (Chunk) 


Wax and Fire 7” (Chunk) 


Dream Café (Red House) 


. Beatles — Live At the BBC (Capitol) 

. Pearl Jam — Vitalogy (Epic) 

. Jimmy Page/Robert Plant — No Quarter (Atlantic) 
. Bob Dylan — Hits Volume IU (Columbia) 

. Dick Dale — Best of Dick Dale (Rhino) 


. Ben Sidron — Life’s a Lesson (Go Jazz) 
. Max Roach — M'Boom (Columbia) 

. Frank Sinatra 
. Tony Bennett — Steppin’ Out (Columbia) 
. Mose Allison 


Duets I] (Capitol) 


~ The Earth Wants You (Blue Note) 


. Benedictine Monks of Santa Domingo — Chant (Angel) 


Vision (Angel) 


MUSIC’94. 


E-NT ER TA! 


NM ENT 


~— [tHappened One Year 


In 1994, the nation opened its doors for some fresh air and got a hurricane 


by Ken Maiuri 


here’s no way around it: Kurt 
Cobain passed away this year. 
Though the media coverage of his 
death ended quickly, with night- 
ly news reporters grasping at such straw- 
like terms as “Generation X” and “grunge” 
to describe the event’s importance, the 
effects of Cobain’s suicide are still felt every 
day by those who listened to his music. 
Beyond the emotional 
aftermath, however, is 
something else Cobain left 
behind — the fact that his 
band changed the course 
of popular music as we 
know it, Nirvana may 
been labelled 
“grunge,” but Cobain’s 
songwriting was more 
universal than that hyped 
term, He wrote pop songs. 
Twisted, painful, con- 
fused pop songs, but filled 
with distorted hooks 
nonetheless. And when 
Nevermind came out in 
1991, America’s Top 40 
would never be the same. 
So if that year was The 
Year Punk Broke (as the title of a Sonic 
Youth tour film announced), then 1994 
was the year it got fixed. Green Day, a trio 
of snotty kids in their early 20s from 
Berkeley, California, took four chords and 
an attitude and took over the country; they 
also appeared on more 
magazine covers than 
Michael Jackson and 
Lisa Marie Presley. Add 
to that groups such as 
The Offspring, Rancid, 
and Bad Religion getting 
extensive exposure, and 
all that was left was for 


have 


Amber Davis 


the Ramones to come 
back and show everyone 
who was boss. 

In general it was the 
year that the nerd in the 
back of the class got 
voted Most Likely To 
Succeed. From Billy 
Corgan of Smashing 
Pumpkins to Trent 
Reznor of Nine Inch 
Nails to Beck, 1994 gave 
the world The Outcast 
as Rock Star. As such, 
“alternative music” was 
either finally given its 
due or irreparably 
destroyed, depending on 
one’s point of view. The 
Breeders, Meat Puppets, 
and Mazzy Star went 
from being critical 


The dark side of 94 — Fans 


Toomey and Kristin Thomson’s unstop- 
pable Simple Machines label released a glo- 
rious two-CD collection of last year’s 
Working Holiday 7-inches and the live 
music celebration that took place in early 
"94, featuring sparkling performances from 
indie faves Eggs, Superchunk, and Tsunami, 
among others. Slumberland also released a 
terrific compilation, Why Popstars Can't 


mee 


Dance, chock-full of hard-to-find tracks by 
groups such as Stereolab, Lorelei, and 
Rocketship. And Mark Robinson's TeenBeat 
label joined the box set craze (sort of) by 
releasing volume one of a four-CD set to 


How famous is famous? When was the last time you 


favorites to MTV staples. And fad your mug printed on a million bags of Fritos? 


while it was nothing short of 
breathtaking to hear Kim and Kelley Deal 
surge through Guided By Voices’ “Shocker 
In Gloomtown,” a curious undertow was 
felt when bands such as Veruca Salt and 
Weezer appeared out of nowhere to imme- 
diate Buzz Bin success. Alternative music 
was above ground and everywhere, there- 
by becoming its own predictable genre — 
at least as far as the mainstream was con- 
cerned. 

Indie labels thankfully staked out their 
own territory in 1994, as always. Jenny 


commemorate the label’s past, present, and 
future. The Wakefield roster reads like a 
who's who of little label pop, including the 
wacky Blast Off Country Style!, the wailing 
Tuscadero, and Versus, a band destined to 
take the universe by storm. 

Those three bands were the highlights of 
the TeenBeat Circus Tour that stopped by 
Northampton’s Bay State Cabaret; it was 


just one of many excellent concerts at the 
cozy venue. The Dambuilders blew out the 
walls and everybody's eardrums, The Figgs 


exploded in front of a claustrophobic crowd, 
and The Mommyheads came all the way 
from California to play a tragically truncat- 
ed but still memorable set. And we mustn’t 
forget to mention such excellent local bands 
as Pirate Jenny, Tizzy, the Ray Mason Band, 
Miss Reed, and the Scud Mountain Boys, 
who all deserve more exposure than just to 
handfuls of stationary audience members 
with crossed arms. 

“Alternative” was 
surely the most 
overused word in 
the English lan- 
guage in 1994, but 
other music contin- 
ued to prosper just 
outside the lime- 
light. | Country 
music superstar 
Reba McEntire was 
so popular 
appeared on bags of 
Fritos. Sheryl Crow 
had the most suc- 
cessful song of the 
year (“All 1 Wanna 
Do”), even though 


she 


still feel the impact of Cobain’s suicide. 5. -.¢ out over a year 


and a half ago. With a long-form video (a 
la Michael Jackson's “Thriller”) and appear- 
ances on Arsenio and Saturday Night Live, 
Snoop Doggy Dogg was in the house, with 
non-gangsta rappers Coolio and Salt ‘n’ 
Pepa hanging just outside on the steps. 
Melissa Etheridge’s “Come To My 
Window” was on every radio and television 
station continuously, And just when every- 
one thought it was safe to put the Flock of 
Seagulls records up in the attic, someone 
decided it was time to bring back synthe- 
sizersand angular hair. Rhino releasedvol- 
umes | — 10 of their New Wave Hits of the 
’80s compilation (which will now contin- 
ue with five more discs in the new year — 
is there really that much worth remember- 
ing?), proving that Taco’s “Puttin’ On the 
Ritz” is just as nonessential now as it was 
back in 1983. 

In continuing with rediving the past, 
Woodstock I] took place in Saugerties, New 
York, twenty years after the original 
Aquarian Festival of Peace and Love. The 
music may have been a tad dissimilar 


(Crosby, Stills, and Nash vs. Nine Inch 
Nails), but the mud was more important 
anyway. Speaking of mud, many once-leg- 
endary bands stopped slinging it to get back 
together for reunion tours and new albums. 
Traffic, the Eagles, and Jimmy Page and 
Robert Plant (where was John Paul Jones?) 
made lucrative returns in every sense of 
the word. Even the Go-Go’s got back 
together for an appearance on Letterman 
and a greatest hits disc, After a hiatus, The 
Rolling Stones got moving again, turning 
VH-1 into their own personal network for 
a week, and filling up stadiums around the 
world, And just to prove that marketing 
and hype is everything, Tony Bennett 
became the most hip man in America for 
a few weeks. Though a timeless performer 
to be sure, one doubts that high school kids 
in flannel and boots were really rushing to 
buy his MTV Unplugged disc, whether J 
Mascis performed with him or not. 

No matter what was popular in 1994, 
the most positive aspect of the entire “alter- 
native revolution” was that good bands 
and performers got more exposure than 
ever. On Late Night with Conan O’Brien 
alone, there were performances from 
Sebadoh, the Dambuilders, Freedy 
Johnston, Possum Dixon, Jawbox, and 
Shonen Knife — all highly original bands 
that don’t exactly scream “network televi- 
sion.” And the most surreal experience in 
the world (besides Megadeth’s appearance 
on the Letterman show, of course) had to 
be watching Steven Malkmus and 
Pavement crow and cackle their way 
through “Cut Your Hair” on The Tonight 
Show. Exposing the country to a ram- 
shackle quintet of subversive rockers prob- 
ably. wasn’t what Jay Leno had in mind. 

Then again, from Mal Thursday’s Bay 
State compilation Hotel Massachusetts to 
WRSI’s benefit disc Homegrown Harvest, 
from the Loud Music Festival to 
Lollapalooza, the name of the game is expo- 
sure: getting music out there for people to 
hear. It’s the legacy that Kurt Cobain left 
to the world in 1994 — although he was 
startled and confused by his own success, 
he tried to use it to give his musical heroes 
some respect and an audience, to make the 
world hear something out of the ordinary. 
He succeeded.® 
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athampton Brewery (5 ) Ed Vadas performs at the Hotel Northampton (584-3100) from 


7:30 - 11:30 pm. No cover! 
Retro Night at PeartStreet 9 p.m. = 1 a.m. 21+ 
Laser Disc Dance Party at Katina’s (586-4463) in Hadley 
Karaoke Night, the last word in hip hangouts, at the World War 
II Club (586-3314) in Northampton 
18+ Dance Party with DJ Betsey at the North Star from 10 p.m * 
tam 


y Pub on Pte 9. 
at the North Star with DJ Sparkie 


2. Sam Phillips 
"Martinis and Bikinis" 


Night at Katina’s (586-4463) in Hadley from 7 


3 at Pearl Street from 9 p.m. - 1am, Music 


vided by DJ Dennis. 


3. Sheryl Crow f 
"Tuesday Night Music Club" | Thursday December 29 Saturday December 31 


10) Noharnh Ray Mason Band and Angry Johnny and the Killbillie 
)) in Northamptor ¥ 


1 rock at the Bay State Cabaret ( 


and 10 p.m 
in Nort 


‘kin’ Ray Me e 1 
x ay Mason Bar in Northam 


2 Davies t 


Snapcase plays Pear ampton with mre 
. blues to Pear! Street (584-7771) in 


4. The Mavericks 


TUESDAY-TEEN DANCE NIGHT "What a Crying Shame" caerach mt 
(12/27 only) perfor 


WEDNESDAY-GAY NIGHT 
DANCING WITH DJ DENNIS 


THURSDAY- 18 + DANCE PARTY 6. eecibarriae 
FRIDAY-RETRO NIGHT "No Need to Argue” 


avels to the 
8p. 
y (584-9903) 


year at the Black 
3 V 18 p.r 
Bar at the Hote! Northampton from 9 p.m. 


sm 9 pn. - 1am Music provid-  - 
, ape ee Top 40 Club Music with DJ Lance at Pearl Street from 9 p.m 


5. subdudes ; ca ong mPa 
"Annunciation" 


e Party with DJ Steven at the North Star from 10 p.m. * 


ion at Katina’s (586-4463) in Hadley 
island Dance Party with DJ Dan at the Hadley Pub on Rte, 9. 


Sunday January 1 It’s 


Retro Dance Night at the North Star with DJ Betsey and female he’: 


the Mole's Eye Café (802 


Late 70's & aye 80's 257-0771) in 90-90 danc 9:45 pm, - 1am sles 
7. NRBQ fro 
'-TOP- clue MUSIC 

SATU AY. Ae) 40 re "Message for the Mess Age” ste 
SNAP CASE Regnae 
8. Texas an 
ZOO STATION 13, "Rick's Road" ir be 

Gay Ni 
DEBBIE DAVIS ‘tus 
9. The Pretenders Thurs 
ii ” leans 
WILDEST DREAMS Last of the Independents pot: 
Cameroi 
Pear! 
BLUE OYSTER CULT 10. Sinead O'Connor ansiee 
"Universal Mother" \Be der 
TRAILER PARK provi 
Blues a 
JOHN SHELDON Nt. Blood Oranges Wii 
& BLUE STREAK "The Crying Tree" Revcdys 
oye! N 
go-9¢ 
Selactre 
FRANK BLACK 18+ 12. Various Valley Artists ee Open W 
“" Hl ‘" Their biggest hit was over 15 years ago, but Orleans are “Still the One.” The band Bratt 
RUSTED ROOT 18 + Jomegrown Irarves has had a rebirth of sorts lately with their “unplugged” performances, which allow Frida 
the group’s harmonies to stand out brightly. Hear original members John Hall, Lance wildest 
DOWNSET & MADBALL Hoppen, and Larry Hoppen sing their hearts out at the Iron Horse in Northampton oe Ke 
on Thursday, January 5, at 7 p.m. Cabe 
Dancing 

Tickets Available at the Northhampton Box Office, To ‘ 0p. 
charge by phone call S86*8686 Friday December 30 Tae lamnpe tania et 
Rory Block a ‘ Iron Horse (584-  Biue Monday at the Bay State Cabaret with Ed Vadas and the Kareok 

10 Pearl St. Northampton Ma Fabulous Heavyweights. No cover! 21+ Wor 
E - Tuesday January 3 Bela 
413°584°7771 Ne Open Mike Night at the Northampton Brewery with host to be me 

anr d 

Tr up al the Bay State Oped ike Night at the Hadley Pub on Rte. 9 Satu 
Cat 13) in Nort on. 214 i 
0% 50 bring thew "U2 deja vu" to Pearl Steet (584-7771) Wednesday January 4 peri V 
in Northampton at 8:30 p.m. 18+ New Horizons are jammin’ at the Northampton Brewery (584 1884 
9903) from 10 p.m. - 12:30 am Ant Stee 
Nort! 


* 
* 
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4 ee ee ee en ee ee ee re eS 


BLACK SHEEP Cafe 
New Yaars [ysl 


7-8 Hors d’oeuvres 
8-9:30 Sleeveless Theatre 
9:30 -11:59 Dinner (a 4 course meal 
Pan Seared Salmon or Porcini Crusted Chicken Breast) 
B.Y.O.B. 
$45.00 per couple 
$22.50 for single 
$6.00 for Theatre only 


‘They're Ple 


Home GROWN SEIsIU 


4 Wednesdays 10pm-12:30am Sundays 1 
Dec 28 DEC 2 
NEW HORIZONS elT’S | 


JAN 4 WE’ 
TBA JAN & 


¢ ROCI 
FROF 


ON, MA ° 584 


* ee BE HM HK 


(linen table clothes- waitstaff- candles) 


Call tor Reservations 
253-3442 
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It’s hard work being a legend. Even though Dave Van Ronk deserves a rest, 
he’s still going strong after thirty-five years of playing coffee houses, village 
clubs, and college music lectures. His versatile voice has sung everything 
from rock to jazz to blues, and Van Ronk will continue his critically lauded 
career at the Iron Horse in Northampton on Saturday, January 7, at 7 p.m. 


¥eqgae Party at the Hadley Pub on Rie. 9 


Sountry Western dancing at the North Star with DJ Sparki ng 
from 8 - 11 p.m pir 
Feen Dance Night at Katina’s (586-4463) in Hadley from 7 14 Dane 10 


midnight 
jay Night dancing al Pearl 
Music provided by DJ Dennis 


Thursday January 5 

Drleans are “Still the One” when they play unpluc 
the Iron Horse (584-0610) in Northam, 

almeat, and Flyce 

771) in Northamptc 

(0 at the Roadhouse (734 

at9 p.m 

184 dancing al Pearl Street from 9 p.m. - 1am Musi¢ 


4463) in Hadley 
at the Hadley Pub on Re. 9 


2etfromOpm. tam 


1095) in West 


and ‘Ques, featuring live music and barbecue spe 


‘ n,oke and Game Club (268-7222) in 


Squires’ 


amsburg from 7 - 10 p.m fe) se) 
Open Mike Blues Jam at the Hadley Pub on Rie. 9. (IR yi Mm 
Boye' Nite Out at the North Star with DJ Steven and male 
go-go dancers from 10 p.m. = 1 aur 
Subs ee Sal a dss 


Selactrocution at Katina’s (586-4463) in Hadley 
as Open Until 2AM Thu.-Sat. 


Open Mike Night at the Mola's Eye Café (802-257.0771 

Friday January 6 ‘ : ; 

Wildest Dreams br Across from the Post Office in Northampton 
to Pearl Street (£ 


Big Bad Bollocks play ‘til the wee hours at the Bay State 
Cabaret (£ 13) in Northam 
Dancing at the Iron Horse (584-0610) with DJ Shawnulf at 
10 putr 
Retro Night at Pearl Street 9pm. - lan 
Laser Dise Dance Party at Katina’s (586-4463) in Hadley 
Karaoke Night, the last word in hip hangout \ 
War I! Club (586-3314) in Northampton 
18+ Dance Party with OJ Betsey at the North Star trom 10 
pm tam 
Saturday January 7 MONTAGUE: MA 
Blue Oyster Cult are burnin’ for you at Pearl Street (58s 
7771) in Northampton Expanded n ne nu: Light meals 
Dave Van Ronk and Paul Jermia are at the Iron Horse 
(584-0610) in Northampton at 7 p.m = 7 ys 10- 6 
Art Steele Blues Band plays Pearl Street (584-7810) in 367-0200 


Northampton at 8:30 p.m 


Live Acoustic 


layin’ Here!” utzAcousi | 
UN NIGHT New Yea’ EVE : 


ys 10pm-12:30am 


c 25 


T’S CHRISTMAS 
VE’RE CLOSED 


18 
——— 10pm-2:00am 
\OCKS GODS Comp. Party Favors 


ROM CHICOPEE = and Champagne Toast. 
INBAND As Always - No Cover 


84-9903 


“It’s the Only Beer in 1 Town! i 


Dance Club/Bar & Grill 


Private Room For Parties 


The Center Series 
Continues with a season of 


The Alexander and Angeles 


Stomping with Basie, Ellington & Rich 
The Passionate and Volatile Ballet Carmina Burana 


A Lowing Tribute to County Music's Sweetheart 
A Closer Walk With Patsy Cline 


Dynamic Percussion Ensemiole ‘with a Wold Beat 


Alin Ailey American Dance Theater 


“Right in your own backyard!” 


thu 29° N R B 
plus RAY MASON 
THE KINGS OF OMNI POP 7&10PM WRSI 


ez. naw RORY BLOCK 


SOULFUL BLUESWOMAN 7&10PM JHP 


NORTHAMPTON 


thu 5+ Or L EA N S 


CONPEEGGEDD 


ORIGINAL MEMBERS 7PM 


the AR’S BAR 


RELAX WITH THE JAZZ OF YESTER-YEAR 10PM-1AM FREE 


ni» Michael gregory 


8 piece hip hop groove complete with chorus of women 7PM 


Reservations 
Accepted 


586-9155 


* ; 10PM-1AM 
Virtuoso Reality aM as 


order your tickets now - aaa m “io Pe . 
for the best seats! sat 7? Dave Va n Ronk 
ee 


>« . 1 
aul Geremia 
A DOUBLE BILL OF SINGER/SONGWRITERS 7PM 


Juggler extraordinaire 
Michael Moshen 


Exquisite Octets 


MELODIC FOLK/ROCK 10PM S5/door 


™ n.| 7 
wed te the GONG ShOw 
hosted by Katrina Nields crhe Nietds) 
Win a 2 Month Pass for 2 to The Horse 7PM S5/door 


String Quartets 


Diva, No Mans Band wah 
Marlena Shaw 


Ballet Theatre De Boreaux 


Nexus 


Joyous, Bold and Breathtaking 


BLUES EXTRAORDINAIRE 7&10PM 


COMING SOON... 
STEVE FERGUSON (rounper OF NRBQ) 


CALL 1-800-999-UMAS 


THE ty 


FINE 
“Chae 


UNIVERSITY UNIVERSITY OF 
MASSACHUSETTS 
AT AMHERST 


CLARENCE “GATEMOUTH” BROWN 
THE THROAT SINGERS OF TUVA 


RICK DANKO (Leaper OF THE BAND) 
20 Center St Northampton 584-0610 


i 
SS 


41 Strong Avenue ¢ Northampton 


The Best Kept Secret In Downtown 
Bay State Hotel Restaurant 


offering a full menu of choice meals. 
Pasta, Chicken and Beef; all cooked to perfection 
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Sunday January 8 


he Unband play the Northampt 


in Hadley 
with Ed Vadas and 


Gay Night 
Blue Mon 
the Fa 


No 
Tuesday Janeane 10 


{at the Northampton Brewery with host to be 


ight at the Hadley Pub on Rte. 9 


Wednesday January 11 


Regga the Hadley Pub on Rie. ‘ 


yV 

from 8 - 11 p.m 

Teen Dance Night at Katina’s (586-4463) in Hadiey from 7 
midnight 

Gay Night dancing at Pearl Street from 9 p.m. — 1am. Mu 
provided by Du Dennis. 


Ever since Debbie Davies heard Cream in 
the early '70s, she knew she wanted to be 
a blues guitarist. She’s come far in the 
twenty years since she picked up her first 
electric guitar, becoming a featured 
player in blues legend Albert Collins’ 
band, as well as performing solo all over 
the country. Davies brings her fierce solos and earthy vocals to 
Pearl Street in Northampton on Saturday, December 31, at 8 p.m. 


2 


ads Northampton 


ALL NATURAL ICE CREAM 


OOOOH OOHHHOHHHHHHOOH 


The Best Kept Secret In Deantnen Northapton 
Bay State Hotel Restaurant 


offering a full menu of choice meals. 
Pasta, Chicken and Beef; all cooked to perfection 
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MAIN STREET 
Thornes 
Market | 
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PARKING 
GARAGE 


CRAFTS AVENUE 


BE 
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S 
BREWSTER COURT 
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A Stitch 1 In Time 


Crder your prom tux now. 
Now selling 


3 pocket 
waiter aprons 
Alteration & 
Tuxedo Rentals 
Now Renting Suits 
For Interviews 


584-6702 
4 Old South St. * Northampton 
Tues.-Sat. 9-5 


therapy 
products and sane 
a variety of coms 
2 Candels * Chimes 
tools for Essences * Pottery 
wellness Tribal Art 


4 Old South St., Northampton 
584-5070 


Specializing 


p \ i. ‘| Me In 
i, ii hi py Academic Titles 
4 Old South Street, 
Northampton 
584-9868 


(Around the corner from 
Thorne’s Market) 


Daily 10-8, Sunday 12-6 
Always Buying Quality Used Books 


MORE TREADMILLS! 
MORE STAIRMASTERS! 


! 


— H 12 MONTH E.FT. 


ATheater Critic’s Pieks: The Best 011994 


The best beyond the Great White Way 


by Mark G. Auerbach 


BEST PRODUCTION OF A PLAY 


Richard Il at Hartford Stage 
Shakespeare's Richard II] offersan intense por- 


trait of a despotic ruler intoxicated by power. 
Hartford Stage mounted a multi-textured and 


searing production, buoyed by strong staging, 
extraordinary design, and rich performances, 
Richard Thomas’ powerful performance as 
Richard II], along with those of Joan Copeland 
as Queen Margaret and John Michael Higgins 
as Buckingham, made this Shakespearean his- 
tory play cutting-edge and contemporary. 


BEST PRODUCTION OF AMUSICAL 


Gentlemen Prefer Blondes at Goodspeed _ 
Opera House 


Legendary Broadway composer Jule Styne was 
working on this revival at the time of his death 
this past fall. He would have been proud of this 
madcap recap of roaring '20s flappers, “dumb” 
blondes who get what they want, and jazz babies 
who dance the night away. In its first major revival 
since it launched the career of Carol Channing 
in the late 1940s, Geritlemen Prefer Blondesoflered 
a fine score, slick staging, razzle-dazzle perfor- 
mances, and exquisite sets and costumes. 


BEST NEW PRODUCTION 
The Little Prince at StageWest 
Artistic Director Eric Hill adapted and 
directed Antoine de Saint-Exupéry’s whim- 
sical children’s classic into a riveting and 
winning production for children and adults. 
Exquisite production values and perfor- 


mances enveloped the intimate space, pro 
viding a journey of enthralling theater for 
all. The Little Prince was simple in scope, 
and simply marvellous. 


BEST DIRECTOR OF A PLAY = 
Mark Lamos, Richard IH] at Hartford 
Stage 


Mark Lamos brought a special musical- 
ity and the spectacle of grand opera to 
Richard II1, stretching Shakespeare to its 
limits, without missing a-beat or the spe- 
cial subtlety that makes a classic ever clas- 
sical. Lamos proves that a stage director 
with vision can be a visionary. He is a 
national cultural treasure that fuels the con- 
temporary American theater — and it all 
starts in our own backyard. 


BEST DIRECTOR OF A MUSICAL 


Charles Repole: Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes at Goodspeed Opera House 


Knowing the fine line between comedy 
and satire, Charles Repole gave Gentlemen 
Prefer Blondes a fast-paced, slick produc- 
tion that never parodied the original or 
copied the more-familiar movie. He cap- 
tured the zany character of the roaring '20s, 
jazz babies, and Charlestons without ever 
turning the proceedings into a caricature. 


BEST MUSICAL DIRECTION. 

Andrew Wilder, Gentlemen Prefer 

Blondes at Goodspeed Opera House 
It’s a feat to make a 1940s musical about 
the 1920s sound jazzy to 1994 cars; it’s 
equally high-hat to make music with a small 
orchestra. Andrew Wilder's musical direc- 
tion of Gentlemen Prefer Blondes made Jule 


Styne’s Broadway score sound like a veri- 
table hit parade, and the Goodspeed pit 
band sound symphonic and solidgold. 


BEST CHOREOGRAPHY 
Michael Lichtefeld, Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes at Goodspeed Opera House 


Diane Sobolewski 


House 


At Goodspeed, where choreography 
reigns supreme, Michael Lichtefeld outdid 
many previous productions by staging a 
series of showstoppers with tap dances for 
days, a breathtaking Charleston, and some 
great period dancing. An exuberant ensem- 
ble and the nimble artistry of Karen 
Prunczik tearing down the house height- 
ened Lichtefeld’s artistry — and they made 
it all seem so easy. 


BEST PERFORMANCES IN A PLAY 
Kameron Steele, 
The Little Prince at StageWest 
Lisa Arrindell Anderson, Suddenly 

Last Summer at Hartford Stage 
In three small roles in The Little Prince, Kameron 
Steele, a young up-and-coming StageWest actor, 
triumphed. He slithered across the stage with 


amazing dexterity as a snake; he contorted his 
body with balletic control as a businessman, Like 
a chameleon, he created completely different 
characters within minutes. Steele has the right 
stuff for a major career, 

Lisa Arrindell Anderson gave Catherine in 
Suaddenly Last Sunmera rich, warm, intense ren- 
dering, She moves with the grace of a ballerina 
exploring the tragic pain of a dying swan. She 
speaks with a voice musical with passion. 
Anderson negotiated Tennessee Williams’ melod- 
ic monologues with a taut musicality rarely seen 
on the stage. 


BEST PERFORMANCES IN A MUSICAL 
Brent Barrett, A Little Night Music at 
Williamstown Theatre Festival 
Maureen Moore, A Little Night Music 
at Williamstown Theatre Festival 
As the philandering Count and his long- 
suffering wife Charlotte, Brent Barrett and 
Maureen Moore were the performers to 
watch in the Williamstown Theatre 
Festival’s production of Stephen Sondheim's 
A Little Night Music. Brilliant, understat- 
edly cynical charactérizations, and precise 
performances of Sondheim’s waltzes and 
brittle lyrics punctuated Barrett's and 


Moore's onstage offerings, which clearly 
surpassed any musical performances this 
season. Barrett's pompous performance was 
perfect; Moore’s adept and subtle perfor- 


mance was equally superb. 


BEST SCENIC DESIGN 
Marina Draghici, Suddenly Last 
Summier at Hartford Stage 
Fennessce*Williams’ lazy New Orleans 


garden district took on bold splashes of 
frenzied color, surreal plantings, and beast- 
ly birds in Marina Draghici's dramatic scenic 
design for Suddenly Last Summer — an 


The cast of Gentalmen Prefer Blondes at the Goodspeed Opera 


intricate, interesting, and highly innovative 
interpretation. This design enveloped the 
action, heightened the insanity of Williams’ 
play and characters, and kept the audience 
on its toes. 


BEST COSTUME DESIGN 
Eduardo Sicangco, Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes at Goodspeed Opera House 
Eduardo Sicangco combined Broadway 


razzle-dazzle, romanticized roaring 20s 
high-styles, and humorous camp to pro- 
vide a series of fetching costumes that 
sparkled with elegance. Sicangco’s designs 
looked ravishing onstage — they'd be equal 
showstoppers at any tony area gala, or for 
dancing the night away at Pearl Street. 


BEST LIGHTING DESIGN 
Darrel Maloney, Richard II at 
Hartford Stage 
Darrel Maloney’s brash, bold lighting 
heightened the onstage drama of Richard 
III, Blinding in intensity, yet often subtle 
in its impact, this remarkable design com- 
ponent, combined with Lamos’ staging of 


the classic, made the stage sizzle. 


BEST SOUND DESIGN 
Bruce Odland, Suddenly Last Summer 
at Hartford Stage 

Bruce Odland surrounded the audience 
with an environmental mix of chirping birds 
(more like Hitchcock in timbre than Disney) 
and eerie gospel, a combination that creat- 
ed goosebumps, running against the stereo- 
type that these sounds often evoke or sym- 
bolize. Without his sound effects, Suddenly 
Last Summer would not have had the edge 
(or the edginess). * 


THE SQUIRES’ 
SMOKE AND GAME CLUB 
“RAISE A GLASS TO THE WOLF WITH IMPUNITY AND A 


COURAGE THAT IS REAL...AND KNOW THAT YOU HAVE 
BEEN A PERSON WITHOUT QUALMS EITHER AMOROUS OR 


BUDGETARY TONIGHT.” 


M.F.K. FISHER 
SQUIRES’ NEW YEAR'S EVE PARTY. 


— 
x. - Seating at 530 


Saturday, December 31, 


1994 


Smoked Mushroom Consomme 
Duck Pate 
Mixes Greens with Smoked Salmon 
Choice of: 

Tenderloin of Lamb with Rosemary Port Sauce 
Poussin with Quince Raspberry Compote 
Grilled Tuna with Curried Banana and Mango Sauce 
Vegetable Strudel 
Coffee and Dessert 


5:30 SEATING WILL INCLUDE VERY SPECIAL WINES 
AVAILABLE BY THE GLASS 
$37.50 per person 


Seating Is Limited, Please Reserve Early 
Free Beverages for Designated Drivers 


The restaurant on the Mill River at the Brassworks, route 9 in Williamsburg. (413) 268°7222 
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From Fiction to Lies 


Jeff Allard’s best films of 1994 


ecently I took my wife Beth's 
young nephew 
had— to an afternoon showing 
of the sci-fi film Stargate. | was 


the son I never 


sure that any movie that featured flying 
pyramids couldn’t be all bad, and sure 
enough I was right. Terry liked it so much 
he called me the next week to suggest that 
Stargate make my year-end Top Five list, 
along with Ace Ventura, The Mask, The 
Flintstones, and Van Damme’s Time Cop. 
“Not even if 1 was drunk on cider, kid,” I 
explained. For my wife's part, we only saw 
one film together this year. That was 
Blankman, With the commercials for Nell 
currently making me wince (they should 
have one of Foster's Oscars decorating 
Nell’s rustic cabin), my Top Five doesn’t 
seem like it'll change at all between now 
and New Year's. 

My favorites of the year, in no particu- 
lar order: 

Natural Born Killers 

Oliver Stone’s Video A Go-Go! Part artist, 
part huckster, Stone may be the most cold- 
ly calculating of today’s media provoca- 
teurs, but he sure puts on a great show 
Even if you didn’t buy into the “facts” of 
his magical history tour, J.F.K., it was a 
genius piece of filmmaking, The same goes 
for N.B.K. as the Stoned One takes a wal- 
loping chomp out of Theme #1120: 
Violence and the Media in America. 
-umped up on Cocoa Puffs and God knows 


what else, Stone does nothing less than rein 


vent the language of 
film using a variety of 
film stocks (from 
hand-held video to 
Super-8), rear pro- 
yecuion, and sublimi- 
nal editing tech 
niques. To label this 
film in the “MTV 
style” is to not see this 
film at all. N.B.K.’s 
mindbomb, 
approach, as well as 
its frighteningly con- 
vincing performances 
from Woody 
Harrelson and Juliette 
Lewis, effectively por- 
tray a society dam- 
aged beyond repair. 
Pulp Fiction 
Whether the sub- 
ject was fast food, foot 
massages, female pot- 
bellies, Bible quotations, Cocoa Puffs 
or “the Fonz,” Pulp , 
Fiction had the year's 
most quotable dialogue (my favorite: Uma 
Thurman's “Don’t be a...”). Not nearly as 
violent as its detractors claimed, Pulp Fiction 
employed the best use of suggestive horror 
since Tobe Hooper's notorious but blood- 
less Texas Chainsaw Massacre, Like Hooper's 


film, the advance word on Fiction’s brutal 
highlights had audiences cringing even before 


Looking For A Doctor? 
Call Our Physician 
Referral Service At 
092-2200. It's Free! 


If you're new to the area or just having trouble 
finding a physician who's accepting new patients, 
try our free Physician Referral Service. Pick up the 


phone and call 582-2200 Monday thru Friday 

from 10a.m. to 8 p.m. and weekend noon till 3p.m. 
Our friendly volunteer operators will offer you the 
names, addresses, and phone numbers of primary 
care physicians and specialists in your area. It's a 
free community service... from your community 


hospital! 


30 LOCUST STREET 


ROUTE 9 


NORTHAMPTON 
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Oliver Stones Natural Born Killers is pumped up on 


they entered the theater. The joke is that 
Tarantino never shows.as much as the audi- 
ence is afraid he will. All that— and the year’s 


best appearance by a retired cereal mascot, 
Fruit Brute. 

Ed Wood 

A black-and-white bio on the transvestite 
director of the worst films of all time proba- 
bly had little chance of drawing an audience... 
and, well... it didn’t. It’s unfortunate that for 
the first time in Tim Burton’s unlikely career 
his off-beat instincts didn’t pay offat the box 
office — especially since Ed Wood is his best, 
most emotional work, as well as his funniest 
since Pee Wee's Big Adventure, While it takes 
liberties with the hard facts of Wood's life, 
the film’s affection for the man and film- 
making in general is touchingly profound. 
Martin Landau as Bela Lugosi is never less 
than brilliant. His struggle with a rubber octo- 
pus lays claim as the year’s funniest, most 
pathetic display. As Wood himself might've 
said: “Cut! That was perfect!” 

True Lies 

The Man from A.H.N.O.L.D.2 While Speed 
was the hottest-selling action ticket of the 


Mit S T TOP 5 PROJECTIONS O4ENTERTAINMENT 


year, pure blood action fanatics put their 
money on this very Bondian third-time 
team-up of Arnold Schwarzenegger and 
director James Cameron. Slammed for 
an uneasy domestic subplot that, for 
many, smelled of misogyny, True Lies’ 
perfect marriage is behind the scenes. No 
one has consistently played to 

Schwarzenegger’s particular strengths 

(and limitations) as well as Cameron. One 

of the few action specialists that can be 

referred to as visionary, True Lies’ narra- 
tive flaws diminish next to Cameron’s 
shaken and stirred set pieces. Anyone can 
put a bus on the highway, but True Lies’ 
horseback pursuit, limo rescue, and cli- 
mactic Harrier jet sequence were text- 
book, sometimes even breakthrough, 
models of how to film action. Oh, and 
Tom Arnold was the year’s best sidekick, 
bar none. 
Interview With the Vampire 
Director Neil Jordan proves that he 
understands Rice’s novel better than 
the legion of fans who thought this 
film would live or die by its homo- 
eroticism. He nicely pegs the despair 
at the center of this story — coping with 
the utter lack of spiritual Epiphany. 
Louis’ consuming horror comes from 
finding in each new experience that the 
world, and his soul, remain a blank slate. 
While some may have found all the sun- 
starved glumness as exciting as a snooze 
in a coffin, Vampire comfortably com- 
pares to other similarly “boring” fanta- 
sy films as Excaliber, Blade Runner, and 
The Hunger. The only difference is that 
this one actually made money. Flaws 
aside (there are gaps in the narrative), 
Jordan's bloodsucking behemoth is a 
distinguished creature of the night. 
Moments such as Claudia’s ashen body 
crumbling at Louis’ touch were truly 
haunting. 

Rounding out the year in honorable 
mention: the best Mexican vampire 
movie of the year, Cronos; Redford’s slam 
on the early television era, Quiz Show, 
Brandon Lee’s final performance in the 
dark fantasy The Crow; Woody Allen’s 
breezy Bullets Over Broadway; and John 
Waters’ cruelly hilarious Serial Mom.®& 


Relaw with a beautiful view 


exercise equipment, Therapeutic massage, 
Finnish sauna & Turkish steam, 
hot tub, and tanning, 


Free Hot Tub on your Birthday 


413-774-2951 
Mohawk Trail - Greenfield 


2-10 pm 


7 days a week 


Cinematic Success Stories 


The best movies of 1994 


by Joni Fraser 


ineteen ninety-four, by all 
Hollywood standards, was a 
very good year. Dominating at 
the box office were such G- ¢ 
PG-rated movies as The Flintstones, Forrest 
Gump, The Lion King, The Santa Clause, 
and Mrs. Doubtfire (a late 93 release). 
Studios seem to have realized that family 
films may be the only surefire way of get- 


ting many people into theaters at all. Family 


Robbins and Freeman are inmates in The 


Shawshank Redemtion. 


films became box office behemoths, with 
even lame efforts such as The Little Rascals 
doing well. 

Beyond the return of the family film, 
other trends of '94 include a retreat from 
taking on “serious” subject matter. 
Especially noticeable after last year's 
Philadelphia (AIDS), Schindler's List (the 
Holocaust), and In the Name of the Father 
(human rights), this year few movies dealt 
head-on with issues of substance. Sexual 
harassment was the ostensible, but not the 
real, focus of the films Disclosureand Wolf, 
Also in danger of becoming an endangered 
species are traditional romances. No one 
knows how to write love stories any more 

and no one wants to see them. Witness 
the sad spectacles of I Love Trouble, Love 
Affair, the witless Specehless, and the sappy 
effort of Only You. 

Iflove stories are bombing, the buddy film 
is flourishing wildly. Celebrations of male 
bonding proliferated and appeared in sev- 
eral guises — the sentimental (Forrest Gump, 
The Shawshank Redemption); the gory 
(Frankenstein, Interview with the Vampire), 
the slacker (Clerks); the arthouse ( Barcelona; 
Priscilla, Queen of the Desert); and the ultra- 
violent (Pulp Fiction, Killing Zoe). 


Beyond the huge-grossing family hits and 
the hundreds of forgettable films, though, 
are the gems — those movies that send you 
out of the theater glad that you went in. They 
defy conventions, and often defy the odds 
of even being made. What they have in com- 
mon is the willingness to challenge your 
assumptions, to surprise you with their 
directness and risk-taking, and to address 
your mind and heart. Here are the best 
movies of ‘94, in no par- 
ticular order. 

1. Vanya on 42nd Street. 
One of the year’s biggest 


Malle’s filmed adaptation 
of Chekhov's play Uncle 
Vanya, a compassionate 
examination of the human 
penchant for self-destruc- 
tiveness. André Gregory 
had been rehearsing the 
same cast on and off for 
five years when Malle came 
in and shot it. From its 
jazzy opening sequence, as 
the actors converge on an 
abandoned theater in Times Square, to its 
devastating ending, the film is a triumph 
The performances are brilliant across the 
board, and Wallace Shawn as Uncle Vanya 
is a standout. The filmed play, shot almost 
entirely in close-up, has an immediacy 
beyond that of live theater. (Now at the 
Academy of Music). 

2. Red. The brilliant crown of a trilogy by 
director Krzysztof Kieslowski is based on 
the colors of the French flag and their sym- 
bolism. Red stands for fraternity, the com 
mon blood that links a young Swiss model 
and an older retired judge who are sepa- 
rated by their ages, professions, and life 
experiences. They are brought together by 
a chance encounter — or perhaps, as the 
film suggests, fate. It's a masterfully con 
structed and visually haunting film that 
ends with an incidence that brings togeth- 
er the main characters from the two previ- 
ous films, Blue and White. (Coming to the 
Pleasant Street Theater in early 1995). 

3. Hoop Dreams. Nothing constructed 
by a screenwriter could be as engrossing 
and suspenseful as the story told in this 
documentary, which follows the lives of 
two African-American basketball players 
who aspire to make it in the NBA. The film 
shows the very real pressures the young 


AT THE GATES OF SMITH COLLEGE 


OFRI.Dec. 30 - THUR. Jan. 5 
Daily Except Sat. 7:00 


Louis Malle’s 
Brilliant New Film 
HTFUL AND COMPLETELY 
INAL NEW MOVIE 
“ASTONISHINGLY 
BEAUTIFUL!” , 


Tennence Rarrenry, THE NEW YORKER 


“’VANYA' IS MAGIC! 


Fiercely funny, 
touching and vital!” 
-Peren Travers, ROLLING STONE 


Ar RY 


LOUIS! NYA 


ACADENYe MUSIC 


/ NO FILM Dec. 31 (First Night)bd 


Except Sat. 9:05 


Cporarfeuse ‘wits 


cinematic treats is Louis * 


T TOP 5PROJECTIONS O4ENTERTAINMENT 


men face both on and off the court, and 
you're never sure how it will turn out for 
them. Edited with economy and just the 
right amount of outrage at the system that 
keeps offering the players and their families 
hope while exploiting them all the while, it’s 


a vivid picture of inner-city life that doesn’t 
resort to clichés; it just happens to be about 


nately chilling bleakness and warmth 
and humor. 

5. Pulp Fiction, Director Quentin 
Tarantino’s second film has a lot going 
for it besides John Travolta’s return to 
the dance floor. It has an inventive plot 
that weaves three disparate stories 
together, Tarantino's trademark shock- 
ing scenes, less 
shocking but 
equally auda- 
cious 
and dialogue 
that no one else 
is capable of 
creating. It also 
features a per 
fectly controlled 
and rendered 
performance by 
Samuel Jackson 
as a thug who 


scenes, 


experiences a 
moment of clar- 


Christopher Walken in Quentin Tarantino’s : ity about his 


Pulp Fiction. 


basketball. 

4, The Shawshank Redemption. In a year 
in which literary adaptations fared 
poorly, The Shawshank Redemption is 
a spectacular exception. Based ona 
novella by Stephen King, the film fol- 
lows the unlikely friendship between a 
man wrongly accused of murder and a 
savvy lifer over the course of twenty 
years in a hellhole called Shawshank 
Prison. The absorbing tale of com 
panionship and deliverance that ensues 

anchored by the memorable per- 
formances of Morgan Freeman and 


im Robbins — surprises with its alter- 


life’s work. 

Honorable 
Mentions include 32 Short Films 
About Glenn Gould, a lively fictional- 
ized investigation into the life of the 
iconoclast pianist; Quiz Show, further 
proof that it’s possible to make a stu 
dio film that’s both entertaining and 
thoughtful; Bullets Over Broadway, 
which shows that the demise of 
Woody Allen is grossly overstated; Go 
Fish, with its lively take on contem- 
porary lesbian life; Imaginary Crimes, 
a young woman’s coming-of-age film 
and a sleeper that didn’t get a chance; 
and Red Rock West, a film.noir sleep- 
er that did.*® 
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ART EVENTS /EXHIBITS 


DMZ XING (Demilitarizd Zone Crossing), an exhibit by 
Yong Soon Min, will be at the Smith College Museum of Art 
‘ through December 31, 1994. Call 585-2760 for hours and 


Paintings by Keith Hollingworth will be on display at 


Deadline for calendar submissions is the Monday one week before 
publication. Please direct all material to Calendar Editor, 


3:30 - 5 p.m, at the Leverett Crafts and Arts Center. Call 
ane at 259-1505. Ongoing enrollment 

Whizbang Theater Arts Programs is providing acting 
training for young people ages 8 - 18 at the Munson 
Library in South Amherst. Call 367-2658. 


information Optimist Publications, 13 Old South St., Northampton, MA 01060. Cali the Boston Children’s Museum's What’s Up 


Line for hours, exhibits, and weekly activity listings: (617) 


the Pahana Gallery on Main Street in Northampton through 

January 27, Call 584-2753, firearms industry. For information call (413) 739- 
The Haydenville Drawing Group presents their Fifth 3871 

Annual exhibit at the Northampton Center for the Arts For a complete listing 6! events for children 

January 4 ~ 29, Call 584-7327 for more information ‘and adults al the Berkshire Museum in 


Other Side of the Tree Line, a collection o! nature por Pittsfield, call 443-7171 
traits by Elicia Heller will be displayed at the Montague For a listing ol films, demonstrations, and 
Book Mill through December 31 exhibitions at the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, 
The Berkshire Museum presents a lecture on Woodcuts, call (617) 267-9300 ext, 448. 


Engravings, and Etchings on December 28, | - 2 
p.m, Call (413)-443-7171 


Arts we it, bs apegd then by dre Wt CHILDREN/ YOUTH 


artists, will be displayed in the Forbes Library Gallery The Children’s Museum in Holyoke presents 

December 2 - 30. Sea Monsters: Dinosaurs of the Deep 
Williams College Museum of Art presents The Field Room — December 16 - April 22. The museum also hosts 

in Context: American Art 1860 - 1900 through a wide variety of children’s activities on a regular 


December 31. For information call (413) 597-2429 basis. Call (413)-536-7048 for more information 
Delay in Glass: A View of Duchamp's Green Box The Berkshire Museum has a variely of pro- 

will be on exhibit at the Williams seum of Art grams for children during school vacation 

through December 31. Call 597-2429 for informa’ For more information call 443-7171 
The Springfield Library and Museums will present ar Register now for a Creative Writing Workshop 

special exhibitions and activities based on a Vietorian for Kids, facilitated by Anna Kirwan-Vogel. For 

Holiday theme. through December 31. For information information call 584-5264. 

call 739-3871 The Children’s Museum in Holyoke hosts Small 
The Northampton Center for the Arts will present Fry Day every Friday morning 9:30 a.m, = noon. 

1,2,3...x%10: Works in Sequence by area colleg For information call $36-KIDS. 

ully through January 1. For information, call 584-732 Boston's Museum of Fine Arts offers youth 
Worcester Art Museum presents Meritage of the Land: group visits and guided tours by appointment. 

Contrasts in Native American Art and Life For brochure and reservations call (617) 267. 

through January 8, For information call (508) 799-4406. 9300 ext. 310, Monday - Thursday, 9 a.m. - 4 
On view at the Sterling and Francine Clark Institute p.m, 

are the exhibits A Golden Harvest; Paintings by Adam Call the Children’s Room (739-3871) at the 

Pynacker and Altered States: Conservation, Analysis, and Springfield City Library for dates and times of 

the Interpretation of Works of Art. For information call (413) story hour lor children 

458-9545, A pottery class for children meets Thursdays 
Miracles of Mexican Folk Art: Retablos and Ex- 

Votos, an exhibition of rare 18th- and 19th-century 

Mexican folk painting, will be on display at the Springfield 

Museum of Fine Arts through January 8. Information is 


available at 739-3871 

The Williams College Museum of Art is currently hosting a 
wide variety of art exhibits, including Sadhu, Hindu 
Holy Men: Photographs by Kevin Bubriski \hrough 
January 22. For more information call 597-2429. 

New works by contemporary impressionist Alice 
Mongeau will be on exhibit in the Sales and Rental 
Gallery of the Springfield Museum of Fine Arts through 
January 24, For additional information call (413) 739-3871 


Devotional 
Ari 


The Connecticut Valley Historical Society presents an exhibi 
tion on Pilgrims and Adventurers at the Springiield 
Library and Museum through the end of March. Call 739. 
3871 for details. 
Historic Deerfield will exhibit children’s story tableaus in. | Art: Retablos and 
miniature at the Hall Tavern Museum and holiday room ne ‘ f 
a r,tin,a wood, 
settings in the 1799 Asa Stebbins House through January Pe and d 


31. For more information call 774-5581 

The Worcester Art Museum presents Insights: A Distant 
View, an exhibition of traditional landscape by six artists. 
which will run through February 26. For information call 
(508) 799-4406. 

The Connecticut Valley Historical Museum /\as 
opened a new gallery dedicated to the significant role that 
greater Springfield played in the development of the 


3871 for more information. 


The vibrant artistic and religious heritage of Mexico is celebrated in Miracles of Folk 
3x-Votos, an exhibit featuring 36 Mey 
This type of art, which depicts a wide range of religious figures, was 
central to the lives of the Mexican people throughout the 18th and 19th centuries. The 
exhibit will run through January 8 at the Springfield Museum of Fine Arts. Call 739- 


426-8855, 

Space is available at the Hampshire Regional 
YMCA's Kids: Bear Hill Childcare 
Program, which offers year-round care for 
children ages two months - five years. Contact 
Holly Martineau at the YMCA, 584-7086. 

Aristar Calendar Company, in cooperation with 
the Children's Wish Foundation International, 
has launched a national contest to select 
youngsters to be showcased in a 1996 "Kids" 
calendar, For information about entering, call 
(212) 986-4450. 


CLASSES /WORKSHOPS 


A writing workshop with Jay Ladin (256. 
6965) will begin January 3 in Amherst 

Free demonstration yoga class wll be 
offered at the Greenfield YMCA with Jean 
Earlbaum on January 3, 7:15 - 8:45 p.m. Call 
773-3646 to register 

An art history class about Paul Gauguin will 
begin January 4 at ihe George Walter Vincent 
Smith Art Museum (733-4214). 

The George Walter Vincent Smith Museum (733: 
4214) in Springfield will hold studio art and 
art appreciation classes {or children and 
adults this winter. Registration is being accept 
ed through January 6. 

Come Out Write Now! — a five-week writing 
workshop for lesbians and gay men taught by 
Lesiéa Newman will begin on January 10 at 
6:30 p.m, Call 585-0683. 

The Connecticut Valley Historical Museum will 
offer an introductory genealogy work- 
shop January 14, 9 a.m. ~ noon. Call 732- 
3080 

A winter training program for volunteer 
master gardeners wil! be conducted by pro- 
fessional horticulturists January 12 ~ March 30. 
Subjects will include Plant Structure, Care and 
Maintenance of Trees and Shrubs, Perennials, 
etc. Call Sherry Wilson at 256-6955. 

A Virgin Island Watercolor Workshop, Si 
John U.S.V.1. — offered by Marcia Reed- 
Hendricks will be held March 18 - 25. Call 627: 
0883 for more information. 

Creative writing workshop sponsored by Amherst 
Writers and Artists will be led by author Peggy Gillespie on 
Tuesday evenings and Thursday mornings in the Amherst 
area, Call 256-0502 

Writing workshop with writer/translator Ellen Watson will 
meet in Northampton beginning in mid-January, For more 
information call 369-4414 

The University of Massachusetts Division of Continuing 
Education (545-2414) will offer spring semester class- 
es in languages; health, food, and fitness; art and photog- 
taphy; writing; and business and financial planning. 

Longmeadow Write: ind Artists offers Creative 
Writing for adults and children led by Barbara Cramer. 
Call (413) 567-8457. 

lyengar Yoga Classes are offered a! Blue Moon Studios 
on Monday mornings in Conway Center. Call 369-4456. 


can votive paintings on cop- 


—Jonathan Ratcliff 
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TAILOR MADE SAAB LEASES 
AT 
FATHERS & SONS SAAB 


BRAND NEW 1995 900 S SEDAN 


Fully Equipped - including: 
2-3 L 16 Valve DOHC Engine 
TAILOR YOUR SAAB Bosch Motronic Management System 
TO YOUR TASTE 


Add $10® per month for 
automatic transmission or Anti-Lock Braking System 
power electric sunroof. Add Dual Front Airbags 


$202 per month for a 36 p \ f fo 
month payment, or $4000 ‘ear Window defogger, wiper, washer 


per month for 24 months. Power Windows 

Add only $302 per month for Dual Heated Power Mirrors 

5,000 extra miles per year. Air Conditioning 

Control Locking System with Deadbolt 
Cruise Control 

Automatic Electric Antenna 
Electronic AM/FM Stereo Cassette 


AND MORE - BEST OF ALL 
IT’S A SAAB! 


Fathers 6 Sons 


HOURS Mon Thurs. 8-8, Fri 66, Sat 9-5, Sunday 12-5 
434 MEMORIAL AVE., WEST SPRINGFIELD, MA (413) 785-1631 


Front Wheel Drive 
Rack & Pinion Steering, Power Assisted 


IT'S EASY AT 
FATHERS & SONS SAAB 
A Nationwide leader in 
customer satisfaction. 


*48 Month closed end lease with 10% down payment - taxes not included - $450 acquisition 
fee, as documentary fee, refundable security deposi! and registration due at inception. For 
total, multiply payment X term + down payment 
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AIPEI & TOKYO 


OPEN NEW YEARS BV 


CHINESE & JAPANESE 
RESTAURANT 
& SUSHI BAR 


Free Delivery - minimum of $10 
Gijt Certificates Available 


Lunch and Dinner « Take out available 
Open 7 Days + 18 Main St. Northampton. 582-1888 


Happy New Year 


fe vom 


The Village Commons! 


"THEVILLAGE( COMMONS 
SHOPS - RESTAURANTS * THEATERS 


Across from Mount Holyoke College on Route | 16 
South Hadley, Massachusetts « 41 3-532:3600 


HOLIDAY HOURS 
December 31: 10 to 6 
New Year’s Day: CLOSED 
January 2: 10 to 6 


The Leverett Recreation Commission presents Yoga 
Classes every Tuesday night at the Leverett Town Hall 
Call Susan Valentine at 548-9810. 

The Northampton Yoga Center (585-5728) offers dally 
yoga classes, ongoing workshops, yoga therapy and 
unseling. 
Valley Women’s Martial Arts, inc. (527-0101) offers 
ongoing beginner classes for new students starting the 

first full week of every month. 


COMMUNITY 
MEETINGS /CONFERENCES 


The Traprock Peace Center Weapons 
Elimination Committee will meet on December 28 at 
7 p.m, at the Bangs Community Center in Amherst. Call 
Ginny Schneider at 665-0536 or leave a message at 773. 
7427. 

The Paradise Coalition will meet the first Monday in 
January from 6 - 7:30 p.m. at Fire and Water in 
Northampton. Community concerns and issues will be 
discussed, Call Joel at 586-5548 

Surviving Grief, ten-week programs held in Amherst 
offer support through education and sharing for those 
who have lost a loved one. Call Joan Gibson at 253. 
3133, 

Contact Western Mass, Intergroup Office (532-2111) for 
Alcoholics Anonymous information, meeting times, 
or locations 


Cammy Kaynor will lead a Playful Playford Party 
English Country Dance at the Munson Library in 
South Amherst on January 7, 8 p.m. - midnight. Call 665: 
2111 of 772-1908 for more information. 

DansKinetics, a combination of yoga, aerobics, and 
meditation, Mondays 6 - 7:15 p.m. at East Street 
Studio and Thursdays 7 ~ 8:15 p.m in Greentield, Call 
(413) 774-3281 for more information, 

Contact Improvisation Dance Jam will be held 
Wednesday evenings from 8 - 10 p.m. at East Street 
Studios in Hadley, Call 584-7963 or 586-6834 for more 
information. 

A class in Contact Improvisation, in which dancers 
with disabilities and able-bodied dancers explore cre 
ativity with touch and movement, is offered through 
Amherst Leisure Services. Call (413) 256-4065 to regis: 
ter. 

Scandinavian Dance every first and third Thursday at 8 
p.m. at the East Street Studio in Hadley. Call 586-4385 or 
536-8760 for further information. 

improvisational Dance every Wednesday 8:15 ~ 10:30 
p.m, at East Street Studio, All levels are welcome. For 
further information call 256-8627 or 624-3709. 

Beginning and Intermediate Yoga Classes For 
more information call 586-3259. 

Jazzercise has classes at various times in Deerfield. 
Greenfield, and Sunderland for all levels of fitnes: 
care is now available for the Sunderland morning class 
es. Call (413) 665-7130 for more information 

Amherst Intemational Folk Dancing ai the Bangs 
Community Center in Amherst 8 - 10 p.m, every Friday night 
Call Eva and Gene at 549-6748 or Cindy and Dennis at 256: 
0188. 

Come learn the two-step with "Doc" Haggerty, along 
with other line and freestyle dances, at the Northeast 
American School of Dance in Northampton every 
Tuesday and Thursday 7:30 ~ 9:30 p.m, Call 584-8521 


for more information 


EVENTS 


First Night in Northampton will host over 60 perfor- 
mances starting at 2 p.m. on December 31. The event 
will host a wide variety of entertainment for all: music, 
comedy, dance, theater, and storytelling. Buttons are 
required. Call Northampton’s Center for the Arts at 584- 
7327 for more information. 

Witness to Violence. a nationwide series of events 
focusing on public awareness of violence against 
women, takes place at the Arts Council of Franklin 
County in Greenfield, January 1, 1 - 2 p.m. Call 
772-087 1 for more information. 

AW.E.B. Du Bols Exhibit, featuring papers, 
speeches, correspondence, and photos, is open to 
the public 10 a.m, -3 p.m. at UMass's W.E.B. Du 
Bois Library through February 28. Call 545-0150 for 
more information. 

Starting January 7, Free Public Planetarium 
Shows will be held Saturdays at 4 p.m. at the 
Amherst College Bassett Planetarium in Morgan 
Hall, Call 256-6234. 

The Springfield Library and Museum is taking reser 
vations for two trips planned to Quebec February 
3-7, and Costa Rica February 11 - 20. Contact 
the Haywards at 736-8956 for more information 


Road Trip 


Southern Exposure: Photographs by 
Melissa Brown will be on display at 
the Forbes Library Gallery, January 3 
— 30. The photographs, taken during 
a three-week road trip throughout 
the South from December 1993 
through January 1994, concentrate 
on the cities of Montgomery, 
Alabama; New Orleans, Louisiana; 
Memphis, Tennessee; and assorted 
locations in between. “The trip 
enabled me to experience various cus- 
toms and walks of life, each location 
possessing a special personality or 
essence,” explains Brown. Brown, 
originally from the Pioneer Valley, 


COMMUNITY CALENDAR 


recently returned after receiving her B.F.A. in photography from the C.W. Post 
Campus of Long Island University. An opening reception will be held on January 
18 from 5 —7 p.m. Call 586-0489 for more information. 


The Tenth Annual Martin Luther King 
Commemoration for students 11 and over and adults 
will be held on January 16 from 2 - 4 p.m. at the 
Academy of Music in Northampton. This year's theme is 
“Youth Empowerment.” Call 584-8975 for more informa- 
tion 

A collection of holiday trees, decorated and con- 
tributed by community groups, will be on display through 
January 22 at Holyoke Heritage State Park. For informa- 
tion call 534-1723. 

The U.S. Hot Rod Grand Siam Monster Jam will 
take place at the Springfield Civic Center on January 6 
and 7 at 8 p.m. Call 787-6600. 


— Melinda Webber 


GLB EVENTS /INFO 


To give or receive information about gay, lesbian, or bisex- 
ual events, resources, counseling, 5-college groups, 
announcements, and more, call LAMDA, the UMass 
Program for GLB Concerns’ 24-hour information line, at 
54-LAMDA (545-2632). 

The UMass Program for Gay, Lesbian and 
Bisexual Concems seeks UMass graduate and 
undergraduate students with work study for positions in 
the program. For more information call 545-4824. 

Blatant, a monthly newsletter of events at UMass and in 
the area gay community, is free to any Five College 
address; other subscriptions are $4 ~ 
$7 on a sliding scale. Call 545-4824 for 
more information, 

The Ploneer Valley Gay Men's 
Chorus is open to new members and 
is having an exciting 1994 - 95 sea- 
son. For additional information, contact 
the PVGMC at 586-1775. 

LEAH (Lesbian Education And Health, 
586-2016) offers free comprehensive 
physical exams, mammograms, and 
breast health education to lesbians. 

Discussion/Support Group for gay 
and bisexual men Fridays 7:30 - 9 
p.m. in Room 311, 16 Center Street in 
Northampton, Call 585-5819, 

Lesbian Adult Children of 
Alcoholics therapy group meets on 
Tuesday evenings in Amherst. Call 
LifeCourse Counseling Center at 253- 
2822 

Lesbian and Bisexual Women's 
Therapy Group meets on Thursday 
evenings in Amherst. Call LifeCourse 
Counseling Center at 253-2822 

For information about a Gay and 
Bisexual Men's Therapy Group 
call LifeCourse Counseling Center at 
253-2822 

Exploring Your Sexual Orientation is 
an ongoing group for anyone wanting to 
discuss sexuality in a safe, nonjudgmen- 
tal environment, Meets Tuesday 
evenings. Call LifeCourse Counseling 
Center at 253-2822 for more information. 

Gay Teens: Pioneer Valley Gay, Lesbian, 
and Bisexual Youth Project welcomes: 
new members. There is a teen support 
group (under 21) and mentor program. 
Northampton-based, Call 24 hours 584- 
4213. 

Out Now Tesn Group of Springfield, a 
support, educational, and recreational 
group for gay, lesbian, and bisexual teens 
of those questioning their sexuality, meets 
Fridays 3:30 ~5 p.m. in Springfield, Call 
LifeCourse Counseling Center (253-2822), 


HEALTH/BODY 


Smoking Cessation Groups will begin January 3 
through the Family Planning Council of Western 
Massachusetts. Call (800) 696-7752. 

A program on diabetes self-management is open to 
diabetics and their families at Holyoke Hospital (634-2500) 
beginning January 5 at 1:30 p.m. 

Oral-Facial Support Group will meet January 10 at 7 
p.m. at Mercy Hospital. Call 748-6896 for more information, 


continued on page 37 


“QUALITY HOMESTYLE COOKING 
AT REASONABLE PRICES SERVED IN 
A CASUAL ATMOSPHERE” 


BREAKFAST AVAILABLE ALL DAY LONG 


HOMEMADE BREADS, 
MUFFINS, AND PIES 
MADE FRESH DAILY 


BREAKFAST * LUNCH - DINNER 


410 NORTH MAIN ST,, RTE. 9, LEEDS, MA. 413-584-9850 


OPEN MON-SAT. 


0 AM-8:00 PM; SUNDAY 6:30 AM-8:00 PM 


Log Cabin & Alpine Cafe 


. x 
Come and experience one o the area s 
premire dining establishments. 


Relax by our open-hearth fires and enjoy 
savory appetizers, 
and our daily specials. 


* 536-7700 ° 


Exit 17 south off Rt. 91, 2 miles west on Rte. 141 
Tues.- Sat. Lunch from 11:30 Tues. - Sat. Dinner from 2:30 
Sunday Dinner starting at noon 


o 


delectable entrées 


5S LAGIEW ods 


PRESENTS 


GRIMMS 


IN 
JANUARY 


aes 


a SRE IO 


3 FAIRY TALES BY 


THE BROTHERS GRIMM 


ADAPTED FOR THE STAGE 
"WARM FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT" 


*WEEKENDS* 
JANUARY 7, 8, 14, 15, 21, 22 
ALL SHOWS 1:00 pm 


ADULTS $12, CHILDREN ONLY $7 
CALL THE STAGEWEST 
BOX OFFICE AT 


@81- 


2340 


VALLEY OPTIMIST MAGAZINE @ DECEMBER 28, 1994 = 29 


ear Tom, 


I'ma fifty-year-old male. I've been dat- 
ing a thirty-year-old female for about 3 
1/2 years. We do not live together, Our 
normal pattern is to cach other every 
week from Saturday evening until some- 
time on Sunday. Once or twice a year 


we'll go away for a weekend or a week- 
long vacation. On the surface our rela- 
tionship is good, but I'm dissatisfied 
because I feel intellectually unchallenged. 
To put it bluntly, I'm bored. Vd like to 
find a relationship with someone else but 
the woman I’m currently with loves me, 
and she’s a good person. | don't want to 
hurt her. What should I do? 

Bored But Kind 


If the problem is intellectual incom- 
patibility, and your only hesitation is 
the hurt you may cause your partner, 
there’s nothing to do but harden your 
heart and tell her you've decided to see 
other people. Intimacy demands hon- 
esty, and honesty is often painful. 
Pretending would merely delay the pain. 

However, there's something in your 
question that makes me want to ask a 
few of my own, If you've been going out 
for 3 1/2 years, and things have been 
“good,” why are you so sure the bore 
dom is intellectual, or that the intellec- 
tual stimulation you require peeds to 


HEALTH & FITNESS 


Emotional Filness 


by Tom Raymond, MSW 


come from your partner? 
Before ending a relationship in which 
you've invested this much time and 
energy, | suggest asking your partner 
how she’s feeling about the relationship. 
Is there a reason you aren’t living 
together? Do you have any long-range 
plans? Have there been any conflicts 
Lately 
regarding 
other 
aspects of 
your rela 
tionship? 
Agen 
nature of 
intimacy is such that a lack of intellec- 
tual stimulation is rarely the reason a 
couple calls it quits — cerebral discus- 
sions have to be pretty intense to com- 
x 


pete with the pleasure of sex or laugh- 
ter. If you can add a few intellectual 
sparring partners to your circle of 
friends, and revive your relationship 
with some fresh talk about the future, 
you may not have to hurt her, or your- 
self, 

Dear Tom, 

Tm a middle child and Ive always 
resented the stereotypes about the “first 
child syndrome,” the second child as 
“peace maker,” ete, Is there any truth to 
these pigeonholes? 

Birth Disordered 


Intimacy demands . 
honesty, and 
honesty is often painful. 


Did you know that research indicates 
that middle children are most likely to 
question the significance of birth order? 
Only kidding. 

The trouble with psychological gen- 
eralities is they're true “in general” — 
meaning there are almost as many 
exceptions as there are examples, If the 

question is, 
does birth 
rder 
influence a 
child’s 
develop- 
ment, the 
answer is 
yes. If the question is, how does this 
happen, the answer is I’m not sure. 

Statistics tell us firstborn children 
tend to have higher incomes and edu- 
cation levels than their younger siblings. 
Could this be because parents invest 
more energy in — and have higher 
expectations of — their first children? 
Could be. Or is it that older siblings use 
up the college fund first, or that they're 
not as competent in relationships, and 
therefore spend more time pursuing 
individual goals? I guess so. 

The point is, when it comes to the for- 
mation of an individual personality, 
what we do know is still a fraction of 
what we don’t. And any theory based 
ona relatively small percentage of infor- 
mation will have holes in it the size of 


Cleveland. This is why you shouldn’t be 
surprised if you find you’ve slipped 
through one of those holes. 


Dear Tom, 

I have a very close friendship with a 
woman with whom I would like to be 
romantically involved, but I’m afraid if 
I say anything I may risk losing our 
friendship. How can I get some answers 
without too much risk? 

— Sneak Attack 


If it’s a close friendship, letting her 
know you'd like to take the next step 
may change things, but so will deciding 
not to tell her. In fact, more relation- 
ships are done in by pretending than by 
honesty. Simply count to three and tell 
her what you've told me. 

If the timing doesn’t feel right, you 
can wait, but don’t wait too long. You 
need to know whether or not this 
woman’s for you so you can let the oth- 
ers down easy — or let them know 
they’ve still got a chance. 


Tom Raymond, MSW, is a licensed clinical 
social worker who provides individual, fami- 
ly, and couples therapy at his office in 
Northfield, Massachusetts, Direct your ques- 
tions to: Emotional Fitness, Optimist 
Publications, 13 Old South Street, 
Northampton, MA, 01060. 


oo 1111 O11 1 O11? 


Ste e+ eres er erere 
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586-9932 
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Breaking Away 


Cross-country 
OKI 
down-to-earth combination of ski- 
ing and hiking, cross-country ski- 
ing can provide a more complete 
workout than running or cycling, 
since it emphasizes muscles in both the upper 
and lower body, It can also help develop coor- 
dination. Done correctly, it’s the best aerobic 
exercise there is. 

You can ski fancy, or you can ski plain. All 
you need is some equipment (rentable), warm 
clothing, and some snow-covered, open ter- 
rain, Urbanites and suburbanites can go toa 
park or the nearest open field or golf course. 
Most people don’t need more than one 
son before starting out. Cross-country skiing 


can be much less expensive than downhill, 
and poses a lower risk of serious injury. It’s a 


range of accommodations. Instruction and 
rental equipment are usually available, too. 
Equipment. Skis are shorter and simpler 
than they used to be, designed to get you going 
without preliminaries. If you're a beginner, 
rent equipment until you decide what suits 


you best. 

Traditional cross-country skis are Warrower 
and longer than downhill skis — the old rule 
was that they should be as long as the distance 
between the wrist of your upstretched arm 
and the ground. With long skis, you can cross 
almost any terrain without sinking into the 
snow. However, the trend is toward shorter, 
more maneuverable skis. 

Short skis — about 27 inches shorter than 
regular ones — are more responsive, easier 
to learn to use, easier to balance on, easier to 
transport, and roughly comparable in price. 
They are also increasingly popular on groomed 
trails. 

Waxed vs. waxless: Waxless skis require less 
fuss and provide more control on downhill 
inclines. Once you've become proficient, you 
may want the better overall performance and 
speed afforded by waxable skis. You have to 
learn how to match the wax to the type of 
snow and to change it as snow conditions 
change. 


Cross-country skiing can be much 
less expensive than downhill, and 
poses a lower risk of serious injury. 


wonderful activity for loners or for families 
Age is no barrier, New, easy-to-use short skis 
and a relatively new technique called “skat- 
ing” can add to the fun. 

Cross-country skiing can offer a variety of 
outdoor experiences. “Back-country skiing” 
is hiking in the wild on skis. But now, in this 
country and Canada, there are hundreds of 
resorts with groomed trails (no rocks or 
obstructions), a choice of terrains, anda wide 


Poles; Whether you're renting or buying, 
you'll need advice on what pole length is best 
suited tg your height, skiing ability, and type 
ofskiing. Poles should be lightweight and easy 
to handle; be sure they have a comfortable 
grip and strong, adjustable strap, Tip: when 
trying out your poles, wear the gloves you'll 
wear while skiing. 

Boots and bindings: The boots typically 
resemble high-top hiking boots. Try the boots 


* A team of Office for Children certified teachers 


* A clean, spacious, colorful & bright facility with a 
variety of materials, games & educational opportuni- 


ties 


¢ State-of-the-art equipment including 
the popular KIDSPORTS “Obstacle 


Course”’ 


idsClu 


Preschool ¢« Ages 3-5 
The Early Childhood Center 


Is it too late to sign your 
child up for preschool? 


Not at KIDSPORTS! 


The Building Blocks of Your Child’s Future! 


on while wearing the socks you'll use for ski- 
ing. The binding usually attaches to the front 
of the boot only, leaving the heel free to move 
as you take the long strides typical of good 
form. Make sure you understand how the 
boot snaps into the binding and how you can 
get in and out of it. 

If you decide to buy equipment, expect 
to pay from $200 to $300 for a basic pack- 
age of skis, poles, boots, and bindings. 

Technique. Your first time out, use the 
skis like snowshoes and tramp across the 
snow utilizing the poles for balance. But as 
soon as you feel comfortable, you'll want 
to get in the swing of things. 

Kick-and-glide technique. This is the clas- 
sic way to cross-country ski, using your poles 
to propel you along, not just to help you 
retain your balance. The upper and lower 
body work together in a rhythm of kicks, 
long glides, and propelling poling motions. 
Thisisa “natural” motion, like walking, eas- 
ier to learn than ice skating, but it takes prac- 

tice to get it right. Eventually you should be 
zipping across the snow with your body at 
45° to 60° angle to the ground. 

You may also enjoy a relatively new tech- 
nique called skating, It can be done in an 
open field, but a trail especially groomed 
for skating is better, since the snow must be 
packed. You push off on one foot, riding 
the glide as long as possible, then push off 
with the other foot. You can dodouble pol- 
ing (both down at once) or alternate pol- 
ing — or use no poles at all, Once you mas- 
ter the technique, you can almost fly. 
Complications: You will definitely need 


waxed skis and longer poles. Also, it’s not 
regarded as “good form’ to skate over tracks 


groomed for classic cross-country skiing, 


Some resorts have special snow trails for 
skating, but some discourage it 

Clothing, Dress in layers that you can 
peel off, since this activity generates lots of 
heat. You could start off in jeans, long cot 
ton underwear, a couple of shirts, and a 


4 


wool sweater, but cotton and wool may 
leave you wet and cold. Veterans of the sport 
know the advantages of garments made of 
newer synthetic fabrics that protect against 
the elements while allowing moisture (per- 
spiration) to escape. Don’t forget a hat and 
lightweight insulated mittens or gloves. 
Water. You'll need to drink plenty, 
because this is a sweaty sport. Thirst may 
not bea reliable gauge — drink before, dur- 
ing, and after. For all-day treks, bring along 
alight backpack or fanny pack to hold water, 
food, and an extra sweater for rest stops. 
Getting ready. If you are over 40 or not 
in good shape, check with your doctor 
before you begin skiing. Gradually build 
up the amount of time you spend at it. 
Otherwise you run the risk of overuse strains 
(such as tendinitis) of the shoulder, knee, 
and arm. To prepare for a season of cross- 
country skiing, it's best to alternate activi- 
ties that primarily strengthen the upper 
body (rowing or swimming) with those 
emphasizing the lower body (skating, 
roller-blading, biking, running, or brisk 
walking) to promote overall muscle tone, 


Or you can use a cross-country ski 
machine. * 


Reprinted permission of the University 


of California at Berkeley Wellness Letter, 
© Health Letter Associates, 1994. 
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fter majoring in French for four 
years of College and broadcasting 
college basketball for the last four 
years, two of my favorite pursuits 
in life will intersect during the week of 
December 26, when the 
UMass Minutemen travel to 
Strasbourg, France, for the 
Buckler Christmas Challenge. 
It’s an exhibition tournament 
which pairs UMass with five 
European professional teams 


— three from France and‘one 


each from Italy and Portugal 

The Minutemen will play two 

20-minute games (that’s right) on 
December 27, followed by a regulation 40 
minute game the next day, and all three 
games can be heard on WHMP AM/FM 
It has been a dozen years since I spent a 
three-month term abroad in France as a 
high school senior. Although this four-day 
trip won't do much to get me fully reac- 
quainted, it’s still a tremendous opportu 
nity. I don’t know if I'd follow the 
Minutemen to the ends of the earth, but 
I'll gladly settle for several thousand miles 


in distance and six hours forward in time, 

Although these games will have no effect 
on the Minutemen’s regular-season stand- 
ings and statistics, they will expose UMass 
to the international style of basketball and 


“To look at the first six 
games of this 1994 — 95 
season, you just know that 
UMass’ best baskethall is 


still ahead of us’ 


the rules changes (some obvious, some sub- 
tle) which go along with it, Interestingly, 
Providence College played in the Buckler 
Challenge a year ago and lost both games 
it played, yet those I talked to at Providence 
called the tournament invaluable for the 
Friars’ rugged Big East schedule. The rough, 
physical play of the European teams pre- 
pared Providence nicely for the similar style 
featured by most Big East opponents — in 
fact, the Friars wound up as surprise win- 


ners of the conference’s post- 
nament. 
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it’s widen that these er 
frighteningly well at times. We 
saw it for the full 40 minutes 
against Arkansas and for extend- 
ed periods in other games. En route 
totheir 5 — 1 record, the Minutemen 
have won games without much help 
from Lou Roe (Maryland, Western 
Kentucky), | Mareus Camby 
(Pittsburgh, Western Kentucky), 
Donta Bright (Princeton) or Mike Williams 
(Arkansas, Princeton). UMass is winning 
games by an average of nearly 21 points, and 
John Calipari has been able to play all 15 of 
his players in three of the first six games. 
They’ye outrun the running teams, out- 
defended the defensive teams, scored from, 


inside, scored from outside, received the | 


usual contributions from their starters, built 
some quality depth = you name it. 

though they.tripped oyer the last hur 
California against Kansas, they were able to 


crucible of the Baltimore 
‘outa pulsating win over 
that had bounced the 
m last year’s NCAAs, 
er big road’games and 
ments for this team to 
h is why speculation that 

UMass will now run the table and fin- 

ish the regular season at 26 ~ 1 is ridicu- 
lous. But, like it or not, that kind of spec- 
ulations alteady out there. 
The upeoming Buckler Challenge is 
just that — 4 challenge:to this talented 
team to show the. kind,of form against 
veteran professional players that they've 
impressively displayed against 19- and 
20-year-olds on this side of the ocean. 
The stakes may be fairly low, but this trip 
affords the Minutemen both a stylistic 
contrast and a cultural introduction, 
tough to incorporate in other circum- 
stances — not to mention my own ini- 

tial foray into international broadcast- 
ing! Coach Jack Leaman will be right 
¢ for each of the UMass 
game ‘Hall Rhenus in Strasbourg. 
A la prochaine. * 


# IN THE ENTIRE 
UNITED STATES 


CUSTOMER 
SATISFACTION 


WITH UMASS 
BASKETBALL 
COACH 
JOHN 
CALIPARI 


BUY 


AL-BUM'S 
* TRADE ¢ SELL + CD'S * LP’S + CS+ 7"S + 10"S 


WINTER HOURS: 


MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 10AM TO 10PM 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 10 AM TO MIDNIGHT 
SUNDAY NOON TO 8 PM 
AL-BUMS IS YOUR FAVORITE PLACE FOR: 
New Releases, Imports, Ambient, Techno, Goth, 
Experimental, Indie Rock from The Crows to the 
Coctails... Plus Everything Else In The World 


ALBUM’S « 181 N. PLEASANT ST. AMHERST * 253-7137 


AFTER HOLIDAY CLEARANCE? 


erEEPTONIE 
BONUS: FREE SLEEPTONIC | 
removal of your |$189.95 Twin Set 
old bedding and $239.95 Full 


FREE delivery. All 
mattresses sold $289.95 Queen 


separately.! | (oe 
[ EXTRA FIRM | 
$219 TWIN 
$269 FULL 
$349 QUEEN 


SPINAL GUARD 
$249 Twin Set 
$319 Full Set 


Our entire SAedion is on sale! 
Save on our finest quality bedding. 


$399 Queen Set 
$599 King Set 


434 Memorial Avenue, West Springfield, MA 01089 
Mon.-Thurs. 8-8, Fri. 8-6, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 12-5 


785-1631 + 1-800-446-1981 
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Hassan’s 
Furniture Barn 


Rte. 116, South Amherst + 256-6184 


Open Daily 9-5 
Thurs. 10-7 
Sun. Noon-4 

Closed Monday 


el 


Vital Statistics on... 
CarmeloTravieso 


6'2” 173 lbs. SophOmore Guard 

e Born 5/9/75 

¢ A sharp-shooter with a sweet touch from the out- 
side, and a good defensive player 

¢ Potentially UMass’s top 3-point threat 

¢ As a freshman, Travieso played in 28 games, aver- 
aging 2.3 points per game 

¢ His free throw percentage of .833 (5 of 6) was tops 
on the team last season 

¢ Hit 11 out of 41 shots from 3- point land last year 

¢ Named to last year’s pre-season Freshmen of 
Influence team 

¢ Kept UMass in the game against St. Joseph’s last 
season, hitting 3 for 3 three-pointers in the second 
half 


TOTAL BODY FITNESS 


“Treadmills 


*Fitness Equipment 
*Bicycles 

*In-Line Skates 
*Racquet Sports 


RAVEN] Just in! 
Hi |] MIT Press 

MII V2 publisher prices 
Many titles available 


Specializing 
in academic titles 


LEARY’S 


TICKETMANIA 
FOR UCONN & UMASS TIX 
PATRIOTS PLAYOFF TICKETS 
SEINFELD 


BOSTON GARDEN, | CELTICS VS, ORLANDO |BUSHNELL, HARTFORD 


NEWHAVEN JAN 7,8] NEWYEAR'SEVE | HTFDCCFEB23 | NEW YEAR'S EVE 


STARS ON ICE Hartford CC - Feb. 26 


UCONN WOMEN’S BASKETBALL #2 UCONN, 
#1 TENNESSEE Gampel Pavillion « Jan 16 


EILS & MAGIC DICK Midora’s Night Club» Dec 29 BOYZ TO MEN Worcester: Jan 17 


ba d t 
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13-737 
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Alzheimer Support Group will be held al Palmer 
House Healthcare the last Wednesday of each month 
1:30 - 3:30 p.m. For more information call 283-8: 

Two Support Groups for HIV-Positive People 
are ongoing in the area. Call Kevin McVeigh at 586 
2016 

Ongoing Parkinson's Disease Support Group 
has two different meeting times and locations on 
Tuesday evenings. Call Ruthie (584-2192) 

Family and friends of cancer patients mee! a! 7 
p.m. on the second and fourth Wednesday of € 
month at the Church of the Apostles in Belchertown 

all Joan Gibson at 253 

sive the "Gilt of Life,” by ming a blood donor a! 

Mercy Hospital's Blood Bank; Call 743-9511 (o make 
an appointment. You must be 18 or older 


LECTURES continued from page 29 


Jude Rozhon will present “Tarot: Spiritual 
Path/Celestine Insights " on January 6 7-9at 
Oasis in Amherst. | 256-4995 tor a reservatior 

A Jecture on the mathematical aspects of the 
music of Bach will be presented by pianist Victor 
Hill at 3 p.m. on January 8 at Sterling and Francine 
Clark Art Institute (458-9545) in Williamstown 


Lee Sulzner, a member of the Amherst Historical Soc 
will present the next Noontime Talk. “What is so 
special about Amherst’s Archit 
January 19 at the Strong House (256 


OPPORTUNITIES 


A silent New Year's Retreat Will be offere 
Woolman Hill Quaker Center in Deerfield, Dec 
January 1, Call 774-3431 
The Springfield Jewish Cor 
gle's group skating 
ark RS.V.P. to Ella 9-47 15) att 
Playwrights-in-Progress wel \¢ submission of 
one-act and full- rtongth plays (0 be « Jered for 


9 and/or in 


unity Center will have sine 
8:30 p.m. at Forest 


more rmat ali § 


and veterinar 


al Bay V ve seeking new talent 
and established artists and musicians {or per 


ces at the complex durin 


sar Persons intere 


Amherst Leisure Services (256-4065) is 
Lifeguard Training Cours: 

ht by certitied 

andards 

The American Cancer Society's 1995 Golf Pass 
$ available for holiday gift-giving, It include 4 


trom 25 Mass 5 


chuseits golf courses, Call 1.80( 


The International Lib: 
‘oring a poetry conte 

0, open to everyone in 
by January 15. 19 
421.N. Rodeo Dr . Suite 


'y of Famous Poets 


02 1¢ 
The Jones Library English as a Second 
Language Center (256-1090) needs yvounteers to 
teach English and bas hk to adult immigrants Ni 


experience necessary 

The Homework Club needs volunteers for 
an after-school program designed to help 
children. from non-English-speaking families do 
their homework. Call the Cambodian-American 
Association at 253-0696 

The Holyoke Tutor/Mental Program (534 
3376), sponsored by the Greater Holyoke 
Chamber of Commerce, is recruiting volunteers 
interested in helping adult learners improve their 
English skills 

Volunteer evenings or on special projects with staff 
and guests of Northampton's Shelter for 
Homeless Adults. For more information call 
Priscilla Drucker at 586-6001 or 584 


OUTDOORS 


Arcadia Nature Center and Wildlite Sanctuary (584- 
3009) will have a Project Learning Tree 
Certification Workshop on January 7. 9am - 
3 p.m. Project Learning Tree is an environmental 

e working with stu 

egistration is due by 


) program for tho 


grades K - 8. Pre 


de 
December 30 

The Hitchcock Center for the Environment (256 
6006) will present a lecture with Long Distance 
Backpacker and Photographer Nancy Schroeder 
entitled, “Mexico to Yosemite — Solo 
Hiking the Pacific Crest Trail,” on January 
12 from 7 - 8:30 p.m 


Cross-Country Ski Fest ‘95, an assorimen| of 


Nature and Culture/Harmony or 


Conflict, a national, juried exhibition comprised of twenty-eight artists from around 
the country will be on display at the Nacul Center Gallery in Amherst from January 
2 through February 26. The exhibition represents just one facet of the Nacul 
Center for Ecological Architecture's emphasis on building, and living in harmony 
with nature. Nature and culture are represented visually, either in harmony or con- 
flict. The art will include two dimensional, three dimensional, and installation 
pieces. The opening reception will be from 3 to 5 p.m. on January 2. Call 256- 


8025 for more information 
Melinda Webber 


skiing events, will take place at 
the Swift River Inn in 
Cummington. Call (413) 634-5751 
for information, Date TBA. 

The Amherst Astronomy 
Association conducts public 
observatory observing at 9 p.m. 
every clear Saturday in December 
at the Amherst College Wilder 
Observatory. Call 256-6234. 


PERFORMANCES 


Moonlight and Morning Star 
will perform at the Black Sheep in 
Amherst on January 7 at 8 p.m. 
For more information call 585- 
9141 

StageWest performs three tales by 
the Brothers Grimm: Little Red 
Cap, Bremen Town 
Musicians, 
and the Shoemaker. The spe- 
cial 1 p.m. matinee shows run on 
the weekends between January 7 

22. Call 781-4470 for more infor- 
mation 

The Moscow Ballet will perform 
The Nutcracker December 28 
~ 31 at the Paramount Theater in 
Springfield. For more information 


call (203) 669-4446 
The Great Radio City Music 
Hall Spectacular, featuring 


the Rockettes, will appear al 
the Bushnell in Hartford for eight 
performances, January 3-5 
Show times are evenings at 8 
p.m. and Saturday and Sunday at 
2 p.m, Call (203)-527-3123 tor 
more information 

One Journey, a five-woman 
acoustic musical group will per 
form a capella and more for a 
benefit concert for the Brookfield 
Farm on December 10, 8 - 11 
p.m. at the Black Sheep Café in 
Amherst. Call 256-0679 for more 
information 


POETRY/PROSE 


Two national poetry contests with substantial cash 


prizes are open to area poets. The Free Poetry Contest 


has a January 1, 1995 deadline; call Dr. Carolyn 
Vanderbilt (310) 572-6616 for more information. 

Open poetry readings at the Black Sheep Café 
in Amherst take place on the fourth Wednesday of every 


month, Call host Ted Meinechuk for details at 256-4650. 


ing retreats 


Amherst Write: 


and Artists certified workshop 
leader Patricia Lewis Sackrey offers Saturday writ- 
at her mountain home in Westhampton. For 
further information, call Patricia at (413) 527-5819. 
Submissions wanted for the new Valley literary maga- 
zine. Short stories, poems, black and white drawings 


(copies only) to P.O. Box 540, Hadley, MA 01038. 
Include SASE for response. 
The Odyssey Bookshop on the Village Commons in South 


Hadley will hold a reading with Madeline Blais on 


December 30 at 7:30 p.m. Call 534-7307 


for more information, 


LONESOME BROTHERS 


THE COYOTES 
LOUISE TAYLOR 
PETER NELSON 
MCcNIXONS 


CD and CASSETTE 


ScuD MOUNTAIN Boys 

MONTENIA & PARADISE CITY JAZZ BAND 
JOHN SHELDON & BLUE STREAK 
CHANTERELLE 

Tony VACCA & TIM MORAN 


WRSI's Homegrown Harvest Album is on sale at: 


About Music and Greenfields Market in Greenfield 
Rapcity and Maple Leaf Music in Brattleboro 


For the Record in Amherst 


Dynamite Records and Main St. Records in Northampton 
Globe Bookshop and Beyond Words Bookshop in wer 
Odyssey Bookshop i in South Hadley 


Bread & Circus in Hadley 
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ERICA WHEELER 
BIG BAD BOLLOCKS 


EQUALITES 


OUTERSPACE BAND 
LIZA CONSTABLE & JEFF PEVAR 


JIM HENRY 
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LEAD STORIES 

According to the prosecutor, a 22-year- 
old Cincinnati woman who accused a bus 
driver in June of raping her actually con- 
sented to the sex, or, at least, two of her 
ten multiple personalities did. The woman 
told police that all ten witnessed the attack, 
including a four-year-old and a ninja war- 
rior, and the bus driver's lawyer was grant- 
ed up to three opportunities in pretrial 
depositions to meet as many of the per- 
sonalities as he can. And in Prince William 
County, Va., Edward B. Kelly, 44, is sched- 
uled for trial in February (in the same court 
that heard the Bobbitt cases) for binding 
and raping a woman he met in a therapy 
group for people with multiple personal- 
ities. However, Kelly said the sex was con- 
sensual between one of his personalities 


and one of the woman's. 

Among the Republicans swept into 
office in November was Steve Mansfield, 
elected to Texas’ highest court that han- 
dles criminal appeals. Among Mansfield’s 
pre-election lies or exaggerations (freely 
admitted in a post-election interview in 
the publication Texas Lawyer) were his 
claim of vast criminal-court experience 
(he is an insurance and tax lawyer), that 
he was born in Texas (actually, 
Massachusetts), that he dated a woman 
“who died” (she is still alive), and that he 
had “appeared” in courts in Illinois 


b 


(never) and Florida (advised a friend of 
his, but not as a lawyer). During the inter- 
view, Mansfield said that he lived in 
Houston as a kid, but when the reporter 
asked him if that was a lie, Mansfield reluc- 
tantly admitted it was. Mansfield called 
those and other instances “puffery” and 
“exaggerations,” and said he would stop 
doing that now that he is one of the high- 
est-ranking judges in Texas. 


THE ANIMAL KINGDOM 

In June, the Central Park Zoo revealed 
that it had paid an animal behaviorist 
$25,000 for psychotherapy for Gus, its 9- 
year-old polar bear, who was involved in 


various repetitive behaviors, which the 
zoo director said could have been a mild 
neurosis. The behaviorist recommended 
creating games to make Gus’ life less 
monotonous, 

On a sanctuary island off the coast of 
Mauritius, England’s Jersey Wildlife 
Preservation Trust has run breeding pro- 
grams for seriously endangered species, 
including the extremely rare Mauritius 
kestrel falcon and the equally rare 
Mauritius pink pigeon. In October, the 
trust announced that one of the falcons 
had swooped down and eaten one of the 
pigeons. 

Among the latest animal inheritances: 
In January, Anna Morgan of Seattle left 


o f e 
-_ 


héphe 


an estate valued at $500,000 to Tinker, 
her eleven-year-old Turkish Angora cat; 
Morgan’s apartment will be maintained, 
anda live-in caretaker hired, purely for 
Tinker’s benefit. And in August in Santa 
Ana, Calif., the executor of LaVerne 
Wheeler’s $2:1 million estate announced 
that Wheeler’s two brothers would 
receive only $25,000 each, much to their 
chagrin, but that the Santa Ana Police 
Department K-9 Corps would receive 
$612,000. 

In June, the Brookfield (Mo.) News 
Bulletin reported that three cows at the 
University of Missouri Forage Systems 
Research Center near Linneus, Mo., 
have been surgically equipped with 
removable “portholes” so that 
researchers can ascertain what the cows 
have eaten. Twice a week, animal sci- 
ence students reach into the cows’ stom- 
achs, remove the contents, send the 
cows out to graze, and then recheck the 
stomachs’ contents when the cows 
returns. According to one student, the 
cows don’t seem to mind the procedure. 
“They just stand there and ignore us.” 


JUST CAN'T STOP MYSELF 

In Belleville, Ill., in September, James 
Dowdy, 23, was sentenced to three years 
in prison after being arrested carrying a 
bag of stolen socks. He was at the time on 


t h e 


probation for another sock theft and has 
never been accused of stealing anything 
except socks. 

To help cleanse himself from a 1993 van- 
dalism episode, Robert D, Pollard Jr. wrote 
his community an “apology from the heart,” 
published in the Winston-Salem (N.C.) 
Journal, Writing that he was “really and 
truly sorry,” he went on for several para- 
graphs about the “great change” in his life 
because of Jesus, who “has really shown me 
that he is the only way out.” The Journal 
published the letter on March 7, 1994. 
Elsewhere in that edition was a news story 
reporting that police had charged Pollard 
on March 6 with punching his wife in the 
face with his fist. 

In October in Jacksonville, Fla., Wesley 
(Pop) Honeywood, 94, was given a seven- 
year prison sentence on a charge of aggra- 
vated assault for pulling a gun on a man 
who had yelled at him. During his life, 
Honeywood has been charged with 46 
crimes; in the last few years, prosecutors 
and judges have been lenient with him 
because of his age, including giving him 
probation on a charge at age 92 of having 
sex with a seven-year-old girl. Honeywood’s 
lawyer said her client preferred jail to a nurs- 
ing home. 

Betty Lou Blair, 48, was arrested in 
October after holding Knoxville, Tenn., 
police at bay with a shotgun for more than 


Remember last winter...? 


- freezing temperatures * snow ° wind *ice 


All of these can cause severe damage to your home. 


To help you with these problems this winter, we would like to give youa 


“Cold Weather Loss Prevention” pamphlet. 


If you would like a free copy of “Cold Weather Loss Prevention” 


at no obligation, please stop into our agency and pick one up or 


call us @1-413-584-1970 


and we would be happy to mail one to you. 


Your PROTECTION and SECURITY 


ave our primary concern! 


G. A. FINCK & SON 
Insurance Agency, Inc. 


Financial Services 
63 Main Street, Florence 584-1970 
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anhour. Over the last twelve years, Blair has 
been arrested 425 times, mostly for behav- 
iors induced by alcohol consumption, such 
as disturbing the peace, indecent exposure, 
and urinating in public. 


PERVERSIONS ON PARADE 

Within a three-month period this year, 
the heads of both Arkansas State University 
and the Arkansas School for the Blind left 
their jobs because’ of scandals. In April, 
ASU president John Mangieri was fired 
after his two secretaries testified that they 
had seen him masturbating in his office. 
(Mangieri denied the charge and produced 
three doctors’ letters stating that a med- 
ical condition had destroyed his sex drive.) 
In June, ASB superintendent Leonard 
Ogburn resigned after allegedly spanking 
a female teacher as part of a job evalua- 
tion. 

In October at the annual Living in 
Leather convention in Toronto, Canadian 
entrepreneur Cam Ferry unveiled a 
“portable dungeon” at $1,450 (Canadian) 
to sell in his local S&M store, Binding 
Leather. Its 4-by-8-foot base holds four 
detachable posts and two stocks, with snug 
holes for head, hands, and feet. In the cen- 
ter is a seesaw. 

In September, Tucson, Ariz., police 
arrested a 41-year-old man who a witness 
said appeared to be trying to coax horses 
from the University of Arizona Agricultural 
Center toward him with food, which he 
was holding near his exposed penis as if to 
invite oral sex. Police had warned the man 
in June against similar behavior. Also in 
September, in Warren, Ohio, a 31-year- 
old employee of the county's Sanitary 
Engineering Department was suspended 
for five days for sexually fondling a dog 
while on duty. 


Tobey 


CORRECTION 

In October, I reported that two men had 
been arrested in Tavares, Fla., in the back of 
a van in a public park, charged with com- 
mitting an unnatural and lascivious act, but 


that their explanation was that they were 
merely examining and discussing the penile 
implant that one of them had just gotten. 1 
reported that story under the caption “I 
Don’t Think So.” However, in November, 


ajury believed their story and acquitted the 
men, 


OOPS! 

In September, a judge in Santa Ana, Calif., 
suspended a murder trial for one day so 
that a juror could get medical help after she 
mistook nail adhesive for contact lens clean- 
er and glued her eye shut during a recess, 

In July, an Army National Guard unit on 
maneuvers near Grayling, Mich., miscal- 
culated in firing a 105mm artillery shell, 
and instead of providing tactical cover for 
troops, blasted the yard of Robert and Joan 
Hutton in a subdivision in the next coun- 
ty, sending shrapnel and smoke through 
the house. 

The Times (London) reported in August 
that a woman was taken to Wexham Park 
Hospital in Berkshire after falling from a 
tree in a park just a few hundred meters 
from Windsor Castle. According to rangers 
at the Windsor Great Park, she fell out of 
the tree, naked, during a lovemaking ses- 
sion with her boyfriend. 

In April, runner Mauro Prosperi took a 
wrong turn and got lost in the desert 
between Morocco and Algeria during the 
Des Sables marathon. He was missing for 
nine days. And in August, Tobago 
marathoner Michael Alexander, out for a 
practice run in Burbank, Calif, took a wrong 
turn and was missing for 13 hours in the 
San Fernando Valley. During that time, he 
jogged four miles illegally on the Ventura 
Freeway and called a relative in Tobago to 
ask for help. 

Paul.D. Kimball, 25, was charged with 
sexual assault in Ogden, Utah, in August. 
Even though he escaped, he was identified 
by the woman he allegedly assaulted because 


continued on next page 


Hans & Curran, P. 


30 Years of Experience 1 in Vansant Law 


Springfield, MA 


1163 Main St. 
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13 Old South St. 
Northampton, MA 
584-3232 


50 Congress St. 
Boston, MA 
(617)722-0043 


Free Consultation for _ 
Five-College Students | Faculty 


NEWS OF THE WEIRD 


he left her house without his pants, which 
contained his wallet. 

During a spirited onstage sword fight 
during a September performance of the 
opera The Vagabond King in Denver, one 
of the swords broke off, flew through the 
air, and severed the bow ofa violinist in the 
orchestra. Opera officials were considering 
stringing a net over the orchestra pit for 
protection. 

Among recent truck spills: In Adams 
County, Colo., in May, 200 tons of carpet- 
tacking strips with nails; near Remington, 
Va., in September, 20 tons of jalapeno pep- 
per powder. And in February, in Michigan, 
a 30-ton, 2,400-square-foot house being 
driven across largely frozen Lake Walloon, 
fell through the ice. 


WEIRD SCIENCE 


In September, the makers of Michelin 
tires said they would reformulate a sub- 
stance used to make new-model tires grip 
the road better on wet pavement because 
the old formula permitted a buildup of sta- 
tic electricity. For months, attendants on 
the Illinois Tollway had reported taking 
measures to insulate themselves every time 
new Honda Accords (which feature the new 
Michelin tires) stopped to pay tolls. Some 
attendants even refused to accept money 
from some drivers for fear of shocks. 

According to a*September issue of 
American Medical News, physicians at the 
Medical College of Georgia and engineers 
at Georgia Tech are working to develop a 
synthetic finger to enable a person in one 


site to be touched and a doctor at another 


site to feel exactly what would be felt if the 
doctor were touching him in person. 

At a June open house, officials at the 
Sandia National Laboratories demonstrat- 
ed its latest law enforcement technology, 


including strobe lights that make criminals 
disoriented and nauseous (but Sandia has 
not yet perfected eye shields to immunize 
police officers from the light), a receiver 
inside an officer’s gun so he can disable it 
ifa criminal steals it, and a gun that shoots 
out a goo so sticky (actually developed by 
a guy named Tom Goolsby) that it com- 
pletely immobilizes the target. 

In November, the Netherlands Liver and 
Intestine Foundation, which supports 
research on digestive problems, announced 
a publicity campaign to encourage people 
to pass gas as much as fifteen times a day 
to ease intestinal discomfort. 


LEAST COMPETENT PERSON 

In July in Kirkland, Wash., a 30-year-old 
man ona motorcycle, who said he wanted 
to test a radar sign that measures how fast 
vehicles approaching it are traveling, rode 
to the end of the street, turned around, 
gunned his engine, and raced toward the 
sign, which he watched rise to 59 mph. 
However, the man then smashed into the 
sign; he was taken to Evergreen Hospital 
Medical Center with numerous cuts and 
bruises. 


I DON'T THINK SO 


In November, a jury in Taos, N.M., dead- 
locked for a second time in five months on 
a charge of vehicular homicide against 
Gordon House, 35, In December 1992, 
according to police investigators, House 
drank at least 17 beers and then, driving 
89.9 mph the wrong way on an interstate 
highway near Albuquerque, rammed anoth- 
er car, killing a woman and her three young 
daughters. House denied he was drunk and 
said he was not responsible in that he had 
a severe migraine headache at the time.* 

— Universal Press Syndicate 


AUTOMOTIVE 
CENTER 


220 KING ST. (RTE. 
bi] 584-3710 


NORTHAMPTON 
#RS801 faz 


NORTHAMPTON 


A neighborhood restaurant, 
far from the madding crowds, 
around the corner from 
Main Street. 


Reservations 586-5650 
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FOOD FOR 
THOUGHT 


Join Melinda Lee and George Morris for 
“EOD POR. tre U Grae, 
RECIPES, HELPFUL HINTS, AND MORE 
AT | *800*°854*FOOD. 

MON-FRI. |0:06- 


10AM FOOD FOR THOUGSET ea eer Dm 
A PROGRAM FOR ANYONE W1 OVI 


LEE MIRABAL 
LIFESTYLES & RELATIONSHIPS 


| INFORMATION HOUR 
FES] PLUS HEAVY LOCAL 


NEWS 
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‘BUSIN rest ICE TALK SHOW HOST 


I40D0 AM 
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Todays Best Music! 
The Pioneer Valley’s 
Only All-Hit Radio Station 


ALL BIT MUSTO | 


Start Every Day With 
Adam Wright 
Joe Anderson News 
& Fe Terrell Sports 


TODAYS) 


el BIT MUS/C 


99.3 Home of UMass 
"Sy and Hockey 


[FoODAYS} 


3 


Opti 


The area’s resource for all kinds 


Insulated 


Glass 
584-3707 


6 Service Center 
Northampton, MA 


Handmade Lampworked Beads 


of good stuff —___ 


am 


INTERNAL COMBUSTION 
LOCAL BOOKING SEND-DEMO MATERIAL 


Professional 16-track Recording 


PRODUCTIONS 


submodern 
studios 


by 


Susan Linda Carlson 
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s, 
=< 
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Lovely Holiday Gifts - Studio Earrings 


Stock Sales 


Fridays & Saturday - 10:30 AM to 5:30 PM 
518 Pleasant St. #8 Northampton, Ma. 


Tel. 413-584-1004 


Advertising/Design 


GRAPHIC DESIGN 
SERVICES 
Call for a free, no-obligation 
presentation. (413) 536- 
4746, 


Design. Specializing in 
strong graphic identity 
development for alternative 


businesses. Contact Jim 
Sadler. 586-4092 
Design. Certificates, 
awards, invitations, 


Announcements. Call Eric 
Sadler at 586-4092. 


Cleaning Services 


L'Air Du Temps Cleaning 
Service Inexpensive rates 
for perfectionists. (413) 
625-9895 


Macintosh Instruction and 
Consultation. Quark 
Xpress, Adobe Illustrator 
and Photoshop, Aldus 
Freehand. All levels. Jim 
Sadler. 586-4092.. 


Vocational Assessment: 
Know yourself and your 
potentials. For information 
or free initial consultation, 
call Rainhaven 
Counseling, (413) 525-0845. 


Publishing Services 


Writing, Editing, 
Publication Design. 
Dissertations, promotional 
copy editing. Janet Sadler 
247-5140. Hatfield. 


Home Maintenance 


SNOW REMOVAL 
It’s that time of the year 
again. Before the next 
snowstorm call the profes- 
sionals at Dunrite Services 
to come out and shovel or 
snowblow your driveways 
and clean off your walk- 
ways. No plowing. Call 
now for a free estimate. 
Call Robert Maffei (MBO 
Enterprises) at 549-5111. 


Immigration Specialists 
Call the experienced 
Immigration law firm of Hans 
& Curran, PC. for quality 
assistance with your immigra- 
tion matters. (413)584-3232. 


Autos For Sale 


FATHER'S AND SONS 
Year End Clearence Sale 


94 Chev Suburban 4X4 
$28,495 
94 Honda Del Sol #3484 
$14,495 
94 Nissan Pickup 4X4 
#p314 ... $18,495 
94 Honda Civic 4X4 Sedan 


92 GMC Jimmy 4x4 Lal 
: $16,495 
92 Honda Prelude S 

#8547a 


91 Mitsubishi Mirage 
#3490a 


91 VW Jetta GL #p244 
$8,495 
“91 Chev 3500 Dually 4x4 


91 Jeep Grand Wagoneer 
$13,995 
91 Audi 200 Quattro 
Wagon #p298 $23,995 
90 Porsche 911 C4 Cab 


90 Volvo 740 Turbo Wagon 
Rare 5-Speed#8470a 


89 Volvo 740 Turbo Sedan 
#p302.... $11,495 
89 Volvo 740 Gl Wagon 
37,000miles ..#bw1 $13,995 
89 Porsche 944 s2 #p287 


OTHERS ARRIVING 
DAILY 


SEE THE VOLVO * SAAB 
EXPERTS 
VIN FUSARO 
SALES MANAGER 
WALTER PEREIRA 
SALES SPECIALIST 
HENRY (HANK) CARLSON 
SALES SPECIALIST 
BARRY ROSE 
SALES SPECIALIST 


We have the most 
aggressive finance plans 
available in New England. 


Fathers & Sons 


Volvo/Saab 
434 Memorial Ava. 
West Springfield 
1-800 446-1981 
413 785-1631 


General Merchandise 


Van or RV Seats 2 Captain 
chairs, 1 bench seat. Good 
condition. $150 for all or 
make offer. Call Sean, 584- 
7196. 


Antique Gold Bracelet 
1.5 ounces of 18kt pure 
gold. Also Fimo beads and 
jewelry for sale. Hair 
wraps with hand-made 
beads. Great gifts, call 
Amanda. 256-1678. 


Conscious BODYWORK AND 
ENERGY BALANCING. 
For women. First session 2 
hours, $30. Call Stevie, 259- 

1774. 


The Pleiadians-Plus 
Channeled By Amelia 
Would you like to discover 
why you have chosen to be 
here at this time? Or per- 
haps what direction your 


life is meant to take you? 
The Pleiadians-Plus come 
to us with love, wisdom, 
and a sincere desire to teach 
those who are ready to 
learn their spiritual path. 
“We are a collective group 
from the 7th dimension who 
have chosen to work with our 
Amelia that we might effec- 
tively bring forth much upon 
your earth realm in order to 
assist these changes that are 
about to come forth to your 
world.” By appointment: 
individual sessions, cou- 
ples, by phone, group semi- 
nars. (413) 543-1614. 


Aegis Therapeutic 
Massage 
Call for reasonable rates 
and general information. 
268-3292. 


Help Wanted 


SALES PERSON FOR LOCAL 
ARTIST. Percentage basis. 
Call Richard, 586-3276. 


MCAT Teacher Wanted 
Background in chemistry, 
biology, or physics. MCAT 
score of 11 or higher a plus. 
Call for more information. 
584-6849, 


Driver Wanted: Earn extra 
money by driving "Rick" to 
his supported employment 
program in Chicopee each 
morning and driving him 
home late afternoon M-F. 
Rick is a friendly caring 
gentleman. with a sense of 
humor who has some dis- 
abilities and lives in 
Northampton. Are you a 
responsible caring person 
with reliable transportation 
who would like to help 
Rick out? Pls. call 586-5246 
or 283-6453. 


| Musical instruments | SHUTESBURY. Starter home 


Ashiko, Djembe, Conga, 
Djun-Djun, Conguito, Ossi, 


Claves, Mallets, Flutes, 
Cuicas. Fine skins, fine 
woods. All sizes, reason- 
able prices. Joe Platz per- 


cussion-classes-workshops- 
performances. 12 Water St., 
Leeds, MA 01053, Box 329. 
586-2427 


Learn African and Afro- 


Cuban music, singing, 
drumming, hand percus- 
sion; all levels. Instruments 
supplied, private and 
group instruction. Level I 
Thursday, Level II Tuesday, 
Level III Wednesday, 7- 
9P.M. East St. Studios, 47 
East St., Hadley. For infor- 
mation call 586-2427, 323- 
5009. 


Notices/Events 


Internal Combustion 
Productions 
Looking for bands wanting 

gigs. 584-7111. 


Advertise here! Optimist 
Classifieds; the best way to 
go 586-7070. 


imist Classifieds 


Thank you St. Jude for 
favors granted. Nothing is 
hopeless if you believe . 


Real Estate 


Robinson Real Estate 
Specializing in residential 
rentals. 16 Armory St. 


Northampton. 584-9011. 


AMHERST. Lovingly 
restored 4BR, 1.5 bath 
antique farmhouse. Wood 
Floors, original woodwork, 
soapstone sink and more. 
$148,900 


AMHERST. Custom-built 
4BR Colonial in great 
neighborhood. Ready for 
your own finishing touch- 
es. $249,000 


AMHERST. Inner beautey 
in this 3BR, 2.5 bath 

condo, Post and Beam con- 
struction, $112,000 


AMHERST. Great location. 
Three BR, 1.5 baths, 2 fire- 
placesand workshop with 
all appliances included. 
$109,900. 


GREENFIELD, Large 
Victorian in need of some 
TLC. Three to SBRs 

with two-car garage and 
loft. $64,900. 


AMHERST Amity Place 
condo with 3BRs with pri- 
vate patio and garage. 
Distinctive architectural 
design. $114,000 


AMHERST Beautiful two- 
family with second single 
family home. Provides 
rental income and privacy. 
$239,900 


with 3 bedrooms on park- 
like grounds. Horse corral 
and much storage. $125,000 


NORTHAMPTON 6A par- 
cel with potential for clus- 
ter development. Town 
services. $299,000 


HADLEY Spacious Dutch 
Colonial set on 3.46 acres 
has 5 bedrooms, 2 baths, 2 
car garage and a deck with 
a built in pool. $174,900 


256-4181 
585-0400 


HARLOW 
PROPERTIES 
256-3442 
Amherst Room in town, 
parking, shared bath, $275 
inclusive. 


Easthampton. 1BR, oil 
heat, parking, stove/ frig. 
avail. $475+. 


Cont. 
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Pelham. 3BR duplex on 
wooded lot, pet negotiable, 
hookups $610+ 


Belchertown. 2BR duplex, 
bus route, pets neg., $600+ 


Easthampton. 4BR, 
enclosed porch, 1-1/2 bath, 


pets neg,, oil, $650+ 


Pelham. 3BR, oil heat, 
hardwood floors, 1-1/2 
bath, pets neg,, bus route, 


HARLOW 
PROPERTIES 


256-3442 
HOUSEMATE NEEDED 


Greenfield 1BR in charm- 
ing 2BR Apt., privacy, 
woodstove, storage. Female 
Professional/ Older Student 
preferred. 250+/350 incl. 
call Piali at 773-8783 


D.H.JONES 


CONWAY 4+ bedroom Cape 
situated on idyllic country 
setting complete with stream- 
fed pond with separate rental 
unit and workshop or studio. 
A must see! $179,000 


AMHERST Attractive, newly 
renovated Ranch. Beautiful 
hardwood floors, fireplace, 
oil heat, new kitchen. Located 
in a nice neighborhood on a 
dead-end street within walk- 
ing distance to UMass. Ideal 
for young family or couple. 
Economical living at its best. 
$142,900 


PELHAM 4 bedroom, 2 bath 
home in excellent condition. 
Set high on a knoll overlook- 
ing a private pond. 1.5 acres 
of country privacy. 2 car 
garage. New finished hard- 
wood floors. Walkout lower 
level with recreation room. 
Economical oil heat. 
$192,000 


SHUTESBURY Large Cape. 
Great design. Needs TLC and 
some finish work. A real gem 
in the rough. 22+/- acres for 
privacy, animals. Only min- 
utes to Amherst. Oil heat. 
Don’t miss this opportunity 
because it won't _ last. 
$169,900 


LEVERETT Delight to the 
eyes! View & setting! You can 
see superb quality through- 
out this picturesque home. 
Mahogany trim and built-ins 
are just a few of the custom 
features you won't want to 
miss! Well worth a phone call! 
$309,000 (A663) 


AMHERST A touch of the 
18th century. Walk around 
your double-sided fireplace 
from the kitchen the living 
room on newly stained wide- 
pine boards. Magnificent old 
Post & Beam construction. A 
wonderful place to start your 
new life in your cozy home. 
Newly painted. $99,900 


BELCHERTOWN Sitting by 
the fireplace on the cozy oak 
floors roasting chestnuts, you 
can enjoy the light and the 
fragrances from your kitchen, 
and hear the laughter of chil- 
dren in the private backyard. 
Keep toasty warm with the 
oil heat. $107,000 (A965) 


AMHERST Park-like setting 
just minutes to downtown! If 
you enjoy the outdoors but 
like the convenience of being 
near the center of town, this 
home is for you. Set on over a 
wooded acre of land, it offers 
3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 2 fire- 
places — great for in-home 
office. $189,900 (A490) 


SOUTH AMHERST Almost 
FIVE acres with large home. 
Antique cape dates to 1700's 
and was once a schoolhouse. 
Newer wiring, cathedral ceil- 
ing in living room. Private 
legal efficiency apaetment. 
Great for extended family. At 
foot of Mt. Holyoke Range. 
Only 35 minutes to 
Springfield. $184,900 (A535) 


AMHERST 
200 Triangle St. 
Amherst, MA 
01002-2193 


1-(413) 549-3700 


GREENFIELD 
21 Mohawk Trail 
Greenfield, MA 

01301-3252 

1-(413) 774-7432 


PIONEER VALLEY 
Knife & Tool 


«ie eS 


Jelebrate the New Year in one of our 
16 unique specialty rooms cease 


Professional 


+ Entry level to executive 

+ Guaranteed Interviews 

* 24-Hour Rush Service 

+ Open 7 days/week, 
8 AM to 9 PM 


+ Call (800) 380-3404 or 
(800) 283-3404 
+ Fax Info/Resume to 
(413) 283-6065 
* 10% off in November 
CONTEMPORARY 
SOLUTIONS 


ER 4000 


$89/month 
“Bring the health 


club home” 


$129/month 


EEE So.Ambherst 256-0081 


Buoy Entertain 
‘NO COVER 


Sunday 


KARAOKE 


OPEN DAILY NOON-2 All. 529-9087 


THURSDAY 'TIL 7:30 


Fd. ROGER 


3 Malin St, Florence 


ORE THAN JUST BINES 
SINCE 1908 


back and enjoy the results. 


© Cleopatra's Room * Oriental Room 
* Hot Tub Room * Glass Bedroom ) 2 
© Caesar's Retreat Room * Cave Room 
Ge: New Year's Eve Special Includes: 
A 24 Hour stay from 2 p.m. to 2 p.m. 


1 Bottle of Non-Alcoholic Champagne 
Satin Sheets (by request only) 


iy 
2) 1 2 for 1 breakfast at the International House of 
a Pancakes on Memorial Drive, Chicopee f 
a 


$10.00 “Dream — for you next visit 


A special “Sweet Treat” 


oS RA 


Motel, Inc. 


Reservations: (413) 532-2422 
Information: (413) 533-2776 * 1-800-287-3234 
1508 Memorial Drive, Rte. 33, Chicopee, MA 01020 


Sea 
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Classifieds 


To place your Classified in The Valley 
Optimist, call (413) 586-7070, fax it to us at 
(413) 586-0412, or fill out the form on the 
next page and mail it to us. Then, just sit 


rE 


#6 


apes Bredin-Price 
(413)253-5372 


MORE THAN A DART SHOP! 
* Sports Cards * Rockets 
* Plastic Kits & Accessories 
2025 RIVERDALE ST., W. SPFLD 
734-3429 


Favorite 
Quilt Shop 


65 University Drive 


25% OFF 
all 


Amherst, MA 01002 : 
He 
H ogee fon atl & Books 


d.c. heinel cleaning service 
p.o. box 143 
northampton, ma 0 


a professional customized cleaning service 
for home, office, or business 

call for estimates 

586-4649 


CONWAY 4+ bedroom Cape situated on idyllic country 
setting complete with stream-fed pond. Separate rental 
unit and workshop or studio. A must-see! $179,000 
(AF645) 


Large Cape. Great design. Needs TLC and some finish 
work, A real gem in the rough. 22+/- acres for privacy, 
animals. Only minutes to Amherst. Oil heat. Don't miss 
this opportunity because it won't last. SHUTESBURY 
$169,900 (A963) 


Sitting by the fireplace on the cozy oak floors roasting 
chestnuts, you can enjoy the light and the fragrances 
from your kitchen, and hear the laughter of children in 
the private backyard. Keep toasty warm with the oil heat. 
BELCHERTOWN $107,000 (A965) 


D, H.JONES 


REAL ESTATE GROUP INC. 


AMHERST Attractive, newly renovated Ranch. Beautiful 4 bedroom, 2 bath home in excellent condition. Set high 


hardwood floors, fireplace, oil heat, new kitchen. Located ona knoll overlooking a private pond. 1.5 acres of coun- 
in a nice neighborhood on a dead-end street within walk- _try privacy. 2 car garage. New finished hardwood floors. 
Walkout lower level with recreation room. Economical oil 
heat. PELHAM $192,000 (A807) 


ing distance to UMass. Ideal for young family or couple. 
Economical living at its best. $142,900 (A908) 


A touch of the 18th century. Walk around your double- 


Delight to the eyes! View & setting! You can see superb 


quality throughout this picturesque home. Mahogany trim _ sided fireplace from the kitchen the living room on newly 
and built-ins are just a few of the custom features you 
won't want to miss! Well worth a phone call! LEVERETT 
$309,000 (A663) 


stained wide-pine boards. Magnificent old Post & Beam 
construction. A wonderful place to start your new life in 
your cozy home. Newly painted. AMHERST $99,900 
(A673) 


AMHERST Park-like setting just minutes to downtown! If © SOUTH AMHERST Almost FIVE acres with large home. 

you enjoy the outdoors but like the convenience of being Antique cape dates to 1700s and was once a school- 

near the center of town, this home is for you. Set on over house. Newer wiring, cathedral ceiling in living room. 

a wooded acre of land, it offers 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 2 Private legal efficiency apartment. Great for extended 

fireplaces — great for in-home office. $189,900 (A490) family. At foot of Mt. Holyoke Range. Only 35 minutes to 
Springfield. $184,900 (A535) 


ee fl i: 


Kit Aldrich GRI, CRS 


Reggie Maxon... 665-4847 


Claudette Boudreau, GRI.. Larry Miller, GRI. 253-9616 
Sherry Coale, GRI : Marilyn Patton, GRl.......cccce 967-6590 
Lisa Neffinger Davis, GRI.............. Smitty Platt «665-7492 
Betsy Egan, GRI, CRS ...549-3646 — Justine RoSewarne.......................863-8373 
Robert Glassman................. ..256-6442 Joan Rosner, GRl........ccccccccceese 536-5669 
Andrew Jones....... ...549-3700 Linda Rotti, GRI, CRS (ranch manager).323-6854 
D.H, JONES... ee eeseeeeeeieriesess549-3700 Marge Roy, GRI........0..... -o.256-8009 
Gerald L. Jones, GRI, CRB...........549-3700 Beth Russell, GRI, CRS............... 549-7288 | 
Keith O. Kaneta, GRI, CRS, CRB.549-1579 = Chauncy’Simmons, Farm Spec.....586-0575 H 
Carolyn LaFlamme, GR................586-6441 Ann Sultliff, GRI, CRS 549-5924 
Cathy Machon (Gieentes Branch Manager)....665-3306 Dee Waterman, GRI, CRS... 253-7725 
Charlene Wooden 253-0618 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPFORTUNITY 
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Thanks for a great 994 


We look forward to serving 


you throughout /995. 


———$_ 


~FFIPRIMARY 


Bread & Bread’ &-Cireus 
WHOLE FOODS MARKET 
THE 
TEXTILE CO. 


Power Square, Greenfield 


25 CENTRAL | 


CONTEMPORARY CLOTHING @& FOOTWEAR 
Downstairs at Thornes 


BERTUCCI'S 


Sed «oa ov PIZZERIA 
1 Ea it Pleas ant Street 

Ka nherst, MA 01002 
Phone: (413) 549-1900 


MOUNTAIN BIKES 
WATER SKIS 
ROLERBLADES 


ne Fay 
a IKE 
HOLYOKE & HADLEY 
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ss waribeth 4, Eng 


Ky 


OPTOMETRIST As 


eet New Year. [/ 


Sound€3Music 


Millbank Place * 35] Pleasant Street * Northampton 
584-9547 © VISA & MasterCard accepted 


BINORTHAMPTON 
IN Co-operative BANK 


Since 1875 


None mas>” 


PEACEWORK 


© GAY ds i Ey RV: he 


781¢2340 


‘| BASIC 


. “Right in your own backyard!” 
aso” 


2 BLUES 


UNIVERSITY OF 
MASSACHUSETTS 
AT AMHERST 


365 Main Street 
Greenfield, MA. 
413*774*°4465 


joes 
RESTAURANT 


Pelham 


Auto Service 


Route 9 Belchertown/Amherst line 


253-9302 *@w 


ATHLETIC CLUB 
460 West St. 
So. Amherst 256-0080 


AMHERST 


INTERNAL 
COMBUSTION 


PRODUCTIONS 
SUBMODERN 
STUDIOS 


GA FINCK&SON ry BILL BROUGH 


Insurance Agency, Inc. 


Zz, PORCUPINE 


Financial Services Boa . : ——_ SIGN & DESIGN 
iuaterocee ee Designer - Gemologist 
Florence, Massachusetts 01060-6037 pa ae 5 . 
413-584-1970 : ; 227 Main Street Northampton 586-8985 2C CONZ ST. NORTHAMPTON 


79 So. PLEASANT ST 


a whole food Store Amuerst, MA 01002 


NEW AND USED L.P.'s, COMPACT DISCS AND CASSETTES 
14 MAPLEWOOD SHOPS* NORTHAMPTON, MA. 01060 TEL. (413) 586-9556 


‘Hans & Curran, pc. 


30 Years of Experience in Immigration Law 


177 Main Street, Northampton + 586-0803 + Open 7 Days 


"Our family stands behind every sale!" 


(AHILLANEE © 


oS MOTORS 


ALL NATURAL ICE CREAM at” | fg! Lisente'a BF ~% 


VIDEO T0G2 


401 Main St., Amherst * 256-1509 “ Gd 


The Leverett Village Co-op 


180 Rattlesnake Gutter Road, Leverett, Ma. 01054 4 
as from the juno. of Rtes. 47 & 63 ; ; 
A13, 367-9794 


ENF BITS RY 
| fe: CHOCOLATE 


Log Cabin & Alpine Cafe 
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Van CrYNIST.: PAUL KLECKA - TENSION RING: SCAVEZZI GOLD SMITHS - ETIENNE 


NORTHAMPTON - 


CHRISTIAN BAUER «- LAZARE - QUADRILLION - JOHN ATENCIO - MovapDo : TISSOT - TAG HEUER 


